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Reader, R 


hos A. >. Had meanr tO 
22 { £ >. take leave” of 
- I) 1\S the Preſle, as 
En” one that re 
xenred to bee. guilty of 
h1s common ſurfer, Yet, 
pnce againe my zeale ur- 
pes me to bre ake ſilence; 
finde i lile feare of 
od in this world which 
am{hortly leaving, that | | 


[| 


_ —_— — — ——— Cs Cs te ns 


Cee 


| To the Reader, 
I could not forbeare,after | 
_—_—_ to beſtow ſome 
inke upon ie, Every man 
can bewaile it, I have ſtu- 
died to redrefle it. Wee 
may indevour that which 
GOD onely can &-| 
fect. I humbly leave this 
to the works of no leſſe 
then an omnipotent 
grace. In the meane time 
1t1s both holy and lauda- 
ble to proje& the reme- 
dies; and it ſhall bee the 
no-{mall comfort of my 


death-bed, that I have 
lefe 


TH Tothe Reader. | 
| | left behind me this ſeaſo- 
>| { inable advice of better 
1 thoughts; which, when l 
am gone, may ſurvive to 
the benefit of many: 
Know withall that this 
Ef Treatiſe entred the Preſſe 
under the honored name 
of my deare Lord, the 
Earleof Norwich, whole 
death preventing 

publication, hath ſent it 
forth Patron-leſſe, Mec 
e| I [thought I ſhould notin- 
dure that what was once 
e| E ſhis, in my deſtination, 
f ſhould 


ere 
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To the Reader. 
ſhould ever bee any o-fi|f: 
thers; Let this blanke be 
as my aſt memorall 0 
the honour that juſtly 
beare to that 1ncompara- 
ble friend, both alive and 
dead,ſerve to profeſfe un. 
to the world; that: the: 
| papers yeeld themſelves 
not. unwilling” Orphans er 
upon his loſſe : But why 
doe [oin-nanehisgle: 
ryf T hat bleſſed foule not 
ſtaying the leiſure of my 
preſent directions, haſted 


up to the free view of.che 
face 


—v 


ll | 


To the Reader. | 
ace of his God, which I 
could onely ſhew dimly, 
and aloofe, There will be 


more ule of the imitation 


of his practice, then of the 
honour of his protection; 


p, 


- {Let us goe cheerefully on 
in the ſteps of true piety, 

and conſ{cionable beds 

ence, untill our faith like- 


wiſe ſhall ſhut up in an 
happy fruition, 
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Proem. "F*He oct aſton need and ſc 
T5 theT, - iſe enſuing. 

SeR. 1. No one word can expreſſe that 
grace which we 1reat ofywhat # in- 
cludes and intimates. Feare is no 
fit terme for #t : Aﬀetions well imn- 
ployed, twrne vertnes. Wherein holy 
frare confiſts : What is required to 
the atteining of it 

of God. 
The fight ? jon ſelves. 

Seft. 2. Of the ſight of the Inviſible : | 
Moles # fit patierne for it. Two 
weies wherein he ſaw the Inviſible. 
Our felicity copſiſts in the ſight of | 
God: the degrees of our ſpiritual 

freht : how fight and inviſibility 
may conſiſt together. 
a Se. 


| 


p 


p EY 
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The Conrents, 


Se. 3» How wee may not think to ſet) 
God: Not by any fainedrepreſenta- 
tion ; Not by the worke of impre- 
ved reaſon; Not in full compre- 
hention ; Not here in his divine 
eſſence, or height of reſplendence. 
How Moſes deſired toſee the face of 
G 8d. | 

Sed. 4. How we muſt indeavour to ſc 
tbe Inviſible : 

1. That our eyes muſt be cleared: 
from all hindrances of ſight. | 
—_] 2. That bleſſed obje& muſt bee ſet 

before onr eyes. 

Seft.s. 3.There muſt be an exalt ation. 
and fortification of our ſight. Se 

4. There muſt be a trajeFion of 
the viſuall brames of the ſoule 


tharow all earthly occurrences, So, 

$. A divine irradiation of the | 
mind mu(t follow : what light wee! f 
muſt conceive. | 


Sect. 6. 6. The eye muſt be fixed pon 
this bleſſed obje@ unremoveably. | 
How this may bee effeGed , and 

how farre. Three | 


On OO” OI II 


| 


The Conrents, 
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Three waies of our apprehention 
of God, 

SeAR.7. 7. There will follow 8 delight 
and complacency in that God whom 
om Reprobates doe rather ſee 
Goas anger, than himelfe. 

Ser.8. Motives to ſtirre us upto ſtrive 
fo this happie fight : The a@ is re- 
wardenough toit ſejfe : 

I. This ſight frees us from being 
tranſported with earthly vanities, 

Set.g. 2. It is a prevalent meanes to 
reſtr aine us from ſinning. 

3. It upholds us inthe conftant 
ſuffering of evill. 

Sea.10. 4. It enters us into or hea- 
ven. This.wiſion is not without a 
fruition : not ſo in other objes, 

Sect. 11. Of the caſting Jowne our ejes 
to ſee our owne wretchedneſſe. How 
fraile we are ;, how ſrofull ; in how 
wofull condition by our ſinxe. 


BOOKE, 


a 2 


| 
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Books IL 


SeA.r AVAVGS: the feare of God ic, 
A double ſtamp or ſig- 


nature in this impreſſion of feare. 
1. An inward adoration of God. 
2-4 filial care of being approved 
fo God. 

Set. 2. What inward adoration # : 
whereis it conſiſts, and how ta be 
wrought. Of Gods infinite great- 
eſſe, ſhown in the Creation of the 
world, and the government thereof, 
inthe frame of the heaven, earth, | 
ſea, man bin ſclfe. 

Sed. 3. Of Gods infinite m:rcy ſbown 
in the redemption of mankind. 

SeCt. 4. Of the holy mixture of this 

feare : Of the continn#ation and per- 
p:tuily of it. 


Set. 5. Religious adoration di uſed 
through our whole outward cari- 
8ge, in our reſpris. | 

1. To the holy name of God. The| 

Terwes 


— _ —— = _ —— _—_—_—_ 
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The Contents. 


lewes ſcruples ; our careleſneſſe. 

SeR.6. 2.:T0 the word of God. 

Se.7. 3. To the ſervices of God, Praye 
er , Preaching , Adminifiration of 
Sacraments. 

Selt.8- 4.To the howſe of God. 

Set.9. 5.To the meſſengers of God. 

SA. 10. Of the bumble ſubjeFion of 
our ſelves to the hand of God. 

1. In ſuffering from him meckely, 
and patiently : The good examples 
thereof. 

2. In alf changes þ eſtates. 

Seft.11 Of our child-lih care of a ſecret 

roving our ſelves to God, and 
evoyding bis diſpleaſure : How wee 
are effeted after wee have beene 
miſcarried.The holy jelouſy and ſuſ- 
picion of Gods children: This feere | 
8 retentive from ſinne. Rifeneſſe of 


fiane, an argument of the want of 
this feare. —_ hearts muſ# 


have terrible rem:dies. The miſ- 
placed frare of prophane men. 


Sect. | 


3 


The Conrents, 


Set. r2. Of the filial indevour of obe- 
dience ; in particular callings, ari- 
frag from this feare. The happy 
effets and iſſue of this feare. 
Set. 13. Of the extreemes of this 
feare, on both ſudes. 
't. Whereof the firſt is Securi- 
ty: whence it ariſeth. Of the abuſe c 
of Gods mercy, in giving and for- 
giving, 
2. Of the cuftome of ſinning. 
SeR. 14. Of the remedies of Steu- 
rity. 


| Meanes to keepe the beart ten- 


der. 

Meditations of Gods judgements, 
4nd of our owne frailties. 

A reſolution to repe# the firſt 
motions of ſunne. 

{are of ſpeedy recovery after our 
al. 
Dye heed not to check the con- 
ſcience. | 

A- right eſtimation of world) 
things. 


Sect, | 
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Set. 15. Of Preſumption,enother op- 
poſite to frare, 


Preſumptiony rpc #4; 


t. In matter of event. 
2. In matter of ability. 


Set. 16. The remedies of Preſumpt3- 

0n, in the ſeveral kindes of it. 

I. In reſpeT of outward events; 
of our due valuation of them. 
SeRt.17. 2-18 r:ſpe7 of abilities. 

An exaTt? ſurvay of our graces. 
The difſ:rences betwixt conn- 
terfeit vertues and true. 

Sect. 18. The remedy of our pre- 
ſumption of the end, which is ſat- 
Oation- 

Of our modeſt conſideration of 
the waies and counſels of God. 

So4. 19. The extreames on the other 
hand. 

I. of the feare of horrour ; how 
to be remajed. 


Se, 


SS ——_ _— — "—_—_ 


At 
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Se. 20. 2- Of the feare of diftruſt 
with the remedy thereof. 
Concluſion, 


A recepitnletion of the whole. 


OF THE SIGHT 
and'Feamr«® of the. 


ALMIGHTY. 


_ The Firſt Book. 


: Othing. is more 
INES cafie to obſerve, 
DAP than thatche mind 


ce foreli 


—— 
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off from Superſtition,than it is 
apt to fall ups Prophaneneſle: 
finding no meane betwixt cx- 
ceſſe of deyorion, and an irre- 
ligious neglect. No wiſe Chri- 
ſtian, who hath ſo much as fo- 
journed in the world, can 
| chooſe but feele , and (with 
priefe of heart ) confeſle this 
truth : We are ready to think 
of Gods matters, as no better 
than our owne: And afaucy 
kind of familiarity , this way, 
hath bred apalpable contempt; 
ſo as we walk with the great 
God of Heaven, as with our 
fellow ;- and think of his ſacred 
Ordinances, as-either ſome 
common 1mployment, or fa- 
fhionable ſuperfluity. Out of 

an 


— __ m—— , m— 


| of Prophaneneſſe. 


an carneſt delire therefore to 
ſertle in” my ſelfe , and others, 
right thoughts, and meer dif- 
poſitions of heart, towards the 
glorious and intinice Majcſty 
of our God, and his holy ſcr- 
vices (wherein we are al apt 
to be too defective) I have pur! 
my pen upon this ſcaſonable | 
task ; beſeeching that Almigh- 
ty God, (whoſe work it is)ro 
bleſſe it both in my hand, and 
n the peruſall of all Readers; 
whom [ beſcech to know, that 
| haye written this,not for their 
eyes, butfor their hearts ; and 
x 6w.F-2es charge them as they | 
tender the —_ of their owne 
foules, notto reſt in the bare | 
ſpeculation, butto work them- 


TH mmman_ — — _ + ſl _ 
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inte de py Or ON 
iceal the prelerip- 

—— which, they 
(hall never have eirher true 
bold of God, or found peace, 
and comfort in their owne 
P(a1.:4.r; | oules, Came then yer eb1/gren, 
hearken unto me, and 1 bal teach 
y0u the feare of the Lardz There 
cannor be a fitrer leſan for me; 
iathe improvementol my age, 
tQ reade, nor tar your {piritu- 
all advantageto rake owe: One 
| glance of a thought, of this 
kind , is wonth a yolume of 
quarrelſame linganian, 


_— 
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Szcr. II, 


AS aboye we {hall necd no 
yt words - when we {hall be 

it , and our language 
{hall be all choughts, ©. | 
| wee cannot but wane words, 
pherein to cloath thetruc no- 
trons of our hcartg, I nevet ye: 
could find a tongue, that yeeb 
ded any one terme to notthe 
the awfull diſpoſition of the 
heare towatds God; wee atc 
worlt to call it Feare; but this 
«ppellation cores farre tbo 
; for chis fighifies an af- 
fetion ; whereas this, which 
we treatof, is no other thin an 
excellent yertue, .yca a gface 
B 3 rather, 


Gen.42.18 | 
Deu 6.13, 
Pla.25.,'2. 
Eccl.12.13 | 
Pſal.128.1. / 


the Spirit of God have wont 


includes all che humble con- 


. Feare. 


| no feare bur of evill, and that 


—— 
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rather ; yea rather aprecious 
compolition of many divine 
graces, and vertues. 

[tis no marvell therefore, if 


under this one word, to com- 
prehend all that belongs either 
rothe apprehenſion, or adora- 
rion of a God; For this along 


ſtitutionof an holy ſoule, and 
all the anſwerable demeanure 
of a monified creature : nel- 
ther is there any thing fo well 
becomming an heart ſenſible 
of infinitenefſe, as this which 
wee are faine to miſ-name 


To ſpeak properly, thereis 


which 


_ —_ —— — 
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web we juſtly call ſervile:which 
« is a doubtfull cxpeRtation of 
ſomething that may be hurt- 
if] M fullto us:-and this, when it | 
_ revailes, 1s horror, an1dread- 
n ll confuſion ; an affection 
(or perturbation rather) fir for 
the gallics,or hell it ſelfe; Love 
calts it out, as that which is 
everaccompanied with a kind 
of hate ; and fo will we ; we arc 
medicaring of ſuch a temper of | 
ei-| MJ [the heart, as in the continu- 
l1|  |anccof its atrended with blel- | pruueyrs 
ble] I |{edneſſe; as inthe exerciſe of | 12+ 
'<| If |it, is fixed upon infinite great- | Eccl.8.::, 
me! fl |neſſe, and infinite goodneſle, 
and in the meane time 18 ac- 
«is| | |companicd with unſpeakable 
ha ow and contentment 1n 

B 4 the 


ers 


. 
_ Y 
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the Soule. | SW 

And yet, who fo had ade- 
fire toretaine the word (if our! 
Ethick Doctors would give 
him leave) might ſay, that affe- 
&ions well imployed upon cx+ 
cdlent objects, twrne yertues ; 
fo love though commonly 
marſhelled in thoſe lower 
ranks af the ſoule, yet whenit 
is elevated to the All-glorious 
God , isjultly Ryled the high- 
eſt of Theologicall yetrues;yra, 
when it riſes but to the levell 
of our brethren, it is Chriſtian 
charity; fo, griefe for ſinne, is 
holy penitence and what more 
heavenly gracecan be incident 
mo the foule , than joy in the 
holy Ghoſt ? Neither is *t 


F2 RS «| 
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other. 
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otherwiſe with Feare, wha i | 
is taken up with worldly OT- 
currents of paint, lofſe,ſhame, | 
it 18 no berter than acftouble- 
ſorne paſſion , but when wee 
ſpeak of the tears of God, rhe 
caſe and ſtyles (o altered, thet 
the breaſt of a'Chriſtia is nor 
eof amore divine grace. 
But Hot to dwell in ſyllables, 
hor to exarnine curious points 
of morality 2 That which we 


verentrall awe of the boly and 
infinite majeſty of God, con- 
ſanely and unretmovably ſet- 
led ih "the foule ; A diſpoſition 
requiſite, thathe who hath 
it, cannot but bea Sant, and he 
that hath itnot,is in a ſort with- 


| out 


Þ 


ſpeak of, no other than a re- | 


— — — 


| 


DG 
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| out God in the world. To the 
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producing whereof there is 


[necd of a double apprehenſj- 


on ; Theoneof an mcompre- 
henſible excellence, and in- 
ſeparable preſence of God, 
The other of a moſt miſcrable 
vileneſle, and, as it were, no- 
thingneſſe of our ſclves. The 
former 1s that which che ſpirit 
of God calls the ſight of the 
[ovilible: For fight 1s aſenſe 
of the quickeſt, and lureſt per- 
ception; ſo as in ſeeing of God, 
we apprehend him infinitely 
lorious in all that he 1s, 1n all 
that he hath, in all chat he doth; 
and intimately preſent to us, 

with us, in us. 
SEcT, Il, 


a 


—  —— 


TC. 
in- 
d ; 
ble 
10- 
ſhe 
Irit 
the 
nle 
Der- 
od, | 
tely 
2 all 
oth; 
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SECT.'IL. 


] Ec us then firſt ſee what that 
*-Sight is; wherein. we can- 


'nothavea more meet patterne 


than Moſes; that expolcd infant, 
who in his cradle of Bulruſhes 
was drawne out of theflagges 
of Nelas, 1s a true cmbleme of 
a regenerate foulc, taken up 
out of the mercy of a dan 

rous world, in whoſe waves 

is naturally ſinking: Hee chat 
was faycd from the waters ſaw 
Godin fire; and in an holy cu- 
riolity haſted to ſee the Buſh 
that burned, and conſumed 


not; Let ourgodly zeale carry 


us as faſt to ſee whar he ſaw; 


and 


— — 
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and make us cagerly ambitt- 
ous of his eyes, of his Art. 
Surely Moſes, as St. Stephen tels 
us, was learned in all the wilſe- 
dome of the Egyptians z Hee 


was not a Courtrer , 
than a Scholfer : But, Moſes bis 
Opricks were more worth than 


all che reſt 6f his kill, All E- 
97ft , ahd Chaldes to boot, 
though they were famous of 
old for Mathematick Sciences, 
could noc reach him this Art 
of feenig the Inviſible : As on- 
ly the Surme gives us light to 
ſee itfelfe, ſo only the ſnviſivle 
God gives a mat powet to ſee 
himfelfe that is Inviſible. 
Thete is a threefold world 
objected ro humane __ 
100; 
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ſfiong iong A ſenſible world, an uuel- 
ligible, a fpirituall or divine; 
and accordingly man hath 
three farts of eyes, exerciſed 
abautthem ; The oyeof ſenſe, | 
far this autward and materiall 
world; of reaſon, for the intel- 
ligi ible ; of faith, for the ſpirt- 
mall: Moſes had all theſe; By oo 
cyo of ſenfe he ſaw Pharaohs 
- won and Jfraels fervieude; 
By the eye of reaſon ho ſaw the 
apkaize of Egyptian Jeare 
nivg; By the eye of faith hec 
ſaw him that is inviſible. In 
the eye of ſenſe , even brute 
cnt artake with him, In 
_ —_ calon __ In ons 

of diſceming ſpiritual | 
I; ivine things oh Saints 


and | 


_—__— — 
—— 


| The. Remedie 
and Angels. Doubtleſſe Mee 


was herein priviledged above 
other men, Two wayes there. 
fore did he {ee the Inviſible, 
Firſt, By viewiog the viſible 
ſignes, and ſenſible repreſen- 
tations of Gods preſence ; as 
in.the Buſh of Horeb (the hill 
of viſions ::) in the Fire and 
Cloud inthe Mounrof Sina; 
Secondly, By his owneſpiritu- 
all apprehenſion : That firlt 
was proper to Moſes, as an emi- 
nent fayourite of God : This 
other muſt be common to us 
with him. That we may then 
attaine to the true feare and 
fruition of God, we mult ſec 
him that is inviſible, astravcl- 
lers here , as comprehenſors 


hereafter; 


"RR 4 _—_—— as —_— 


| God, Whether we more efſen- 
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hereafter; How we {hall ſee 
him in his, and our glorious 
home, we cannot yet hopeto | 
comprehend; When we come 


avd know how,and how much 
we ſcehim ; and nottill then. 
inthe meane time it muſt bee 
our maine care to bleſſe our 
eyes with Moſes obje&t, and 
even upon carth to alpire to 
the ſight of the Inviſible, This 


cheife felicity conſiſts. Ir 18a 
curiouſly witty diſquiſirion of 
the Schooles , ſince all beari- 
rude conſiſts in the fruition of 


tally. primarily, and directly 


there 70 fee him , we ſhall ſee | 


is an a&t wherein indced our | 


\injoy Godinthe a of under- 
| ſtanding, 


Ut tro 
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and Angels. Doubtleſſe Moſes 


was herein priviledged above 
other men, Two wayes there. 
fore did he [ee the Inviſible, 
Firſt, By viewivg the vilible 
ſignes, and ſenſible repreſcn- 
tations of Gods preſence ; as 


in the Buſh of Horeb (the hill 
of viſions ::) in the Fire 
Cloud inthe Mountof $ 
Secondly, By his owne{ 
all apprehenſion : 1 
was proper to Moſes, as 
nent fayourite of God 
other muſt be common 
with him. That we may th 
attaine to the true feare and 
fruition of God, we mult ſec 
him that is 1nv1lible, as travel- 
lers here , as comprehenſors 
hereafter; 


——— —_ 4 __ hs "_ — 
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hereafter; How we {hall ſee 
hum in his, and our glorious 
home, we cannot yet hope to 
comprehend; When we come | 
there 70 fee him , we ſhall ſee 
avd know how,and how much 
we ſce him ; and notrill then. 
canc time it mult bee 
care to bleſle our 
ſes object, and 
h to aſpire to 
Inviſible. This 
ein indeed our | 
conſiſts. Ir 1$a 
atty diſquiſicion of 
les , ſince all beari- 
tude conliſts in the fruition of 
| God, Whether we more effen- 
tially. primarily, and directly 
1njoy God inthe act ot under- 

ſtanding, 


IT 


—— —— 
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ſtanding, (which is by (ecing 
him, ) chan in the act af wall, 
which js by loving him z and 
| the greareſt Maſters(foroughi 
| ſee ) pitch upon the under- 
ſtanding 18 the full fight of 
Gad, as whole a&t is more no- 
ble, and abſaluce, and the uni 
an wrought þy it more pegfect 
If any man defire re ſpend 
choughts ypon this divine cu 
riofity, | referre him to the ten 
realans which the Doctor Se 
leppis gives and reſts ip, forthe 
deciſion of this paint. Surely 
theſe two go (a cloſe together, 
in the ſeparated ſoule, that it is 
hard,cven 18 thought,co diltio 


wiſh them, If I may nor rather] ſg 


ay, that as there 1 no imagk- 
nable 


a 
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nable compoſition in that ſpi- 
rituall eſſence; ſo its fruition of 
God is made up of one ſimple 
la alone, which here reſults 
out of two diſtin faculties, 
[t is enough for us to know, 
thar if all perfe&tion of happi- 
[neſſe and full union with God| 
conſiſt in the ſeeing of him, 
in his glory, then it is, and muſt 
be our begun happineſle, to 
ſeehim (as we may) here be- 
low : hee can never be other 
than he is; our apprehenſion of 
him varies : Here we can only 
ſee him darkly, asin _ 


there cleerely, and as hee is. 


| Even here below there are de- | 
grees, as of bodily, fo of ſpi- 
ntuall,fighe: The newly reco- 
_ IHEEN __ | El 
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vered blind man ſaw men like 
trees ; the eyes of true ſenſe ſec 
men like men ; Theillumina- 
red cyes of Eliſba, and his ſer- 
vant, ſaw Angels , invironing 
them; Saint Stephens eyes law 
heavenopencd, and lefas ſtan- 
ding at the right hand of God: 
The cleere eyes of Moſes ſee 
'the God of Angels : Saint 
Pauls eyesſaw the unutrerable 
—_ of the third heayen: 

ill, the better eyes the brigh- 
ter viſion, 

But what a contradiction 1s 
here, in ſecivg the [nviſible? 
If inviſible, how ſecne? and if 
ſecnc, how inviſible? Surely 
God is a molt purely and fim- 
ply ſpiricuall cfſence, Here is 


no 


— 


—_ 
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no jo place for that, nor fo much 
hereſie, as ſtupid conceir , of 
Anthropomorphiſme : A bo- 
dily cie can only ſee bodies like 
» _= the eyc muſt anſwer 
:A % pirituall objet 
yr ore ( As God is) mult be 
ſeene by a ſpirituall eye: Mo- 
ſes his foule was aſpirit, and 
that ſaw the God of ſpirits : ſo 
be chat is in himſelfc mvilible, 
was ſecne by an inviſible eye: 
and ſo muſt be, If we haveno 
eyes but thoſe that arc ſcene, 
weare as very beaſts as thoſe 
that we ſec ; bur if we haye in- | 
vilible and ſpirituall eyes, we 
muſt improve them to the 
light of hunt hat is inviſible. 
C2 SEecr. IIL 
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[LEtus then , tothe unſpeak- 

able comforr of our ſoules, 
inquire, and learne how wee 
may here upon earth , ſce the 
invilible God. 

And ſurely , as it was wilely| 
ſaid of him of old, that it is 
more cafic to know what God| 
15not, than whar hes, fo it 
may be juſtly ſaid alſo, of the 
viſion of God, it is more obvi- 
ous to ſay how God is not} 
ſeenc, than how he is; Letus 
(if you pleaſe) begin with the 
negative, we may not there- 
fore thiak to ſce God by any 
fancied repreſentation ; _= | 
will | 


zz > at 


] » © 2» DD Mm o 


will admit of no image of 

himſelfe; no not in thought; 

All poſſibly concerveable I 

dcas, end fimilicudes, as they 

arc infinitely roo low, lot 

are cleanc contrary-to his ſpi- 

rituall nature, and his expreſTe 

charge; and the very entertain- 

ment of any of them is no | 

other than a mentall idolatry. 

ln the very holy of holyes, 

where he Mary moſt mani- 

eſt his preſence, there was no- | 

thing to be ſeene but acloud} 

= ſmoake, as _u Poet ſcof [Noe 

ly; and as that great King |, 

rofeſſed to lee ha to reac s OY 
is pcople that he would not | 

de conceived any way , but in | 

an abſolute immunity from all 


formes, C3 Se- | | 


———— 
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Secondly, we may not hope 
to ſee God by the working of: 
our improved rcaſon ; for as 
intelligible things are above 
the apprehenſion of ſenſe , fo. 
divine marters are no lefle a- 
bove the capacity of under- 
ſtanding. Iuſtly is Durand cx- 
ploded here , whoheld thata 
created underſtanding was of 
ir {clfe, ſufficient for the viſion 
of God, without ſupernatural: 
aid ; for what ever our foul 
underſtands here,” it doth it by 
the way of thoſe phantaſmes' 
which are repreſented unto i ; 
by which it isnot poflible there 
{hould be any cemprehenſion! 
of this infinite eſſence : every. 


power works within the o__ 


paſſ 


—_— ——— 
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paſſe of his owne ſphere; even | 
from the lowelt of ſenſe, to 
the highelt of faith : If che cyc | 
ſhould encroach upon the 
care, in affecting to diſcerne| 
the delicate ayre of pleaſant 
ſounds; and _ eare {hould 
uſurp upon the cye , in pro- 
fling wo judge of a ral an 
piſture, or plcaſant proſpect; 
it vere an abſurd amnion of 
both, Ic is all one for a bealt 
to take upen him to judge of 
matter of diſcourſe; and for a 
Philoſopher ro dercrmine of 
matters of faith: Reaſon was 
not given to man for nought, | 
even that can impart unto us 
lomething concerning God , 
bur not enough. I remember 
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lo, Gerſ: | 
d* diftin- 
Rione ve- 
rarum vt 
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Gerſon , a great Maſter of Con. 


templation , profeſſcs thar he 
knew one, (which is, 1n Saint 


Pauls phraſe, himſelfe) who 


after many temptations of 
doubt, concerning a maine 
article of fanh , was ſudden- 
ly brought into ſo cleere a 
light of truth, and-certitude, 
that there remained no re- 
liques ar all of dubitation; no- 
thing but confidence , and le. 
renity, which (faith hee) was! 
wrought by an hearty humi- 
liatton , and captiyation of the 
underſtanding to the obedi- 
cence of faith ; neither could 
any reaſon bee given of that 
quiet , and firmepeacein be- 
lceving, but his owacfceling| 
and: 


— —_— 
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and experience » And furcly, 
ſo it is in this great buſineſſe 
of ſeeing God; the leſTe wee 
ſearch , and the more wee be- 
leeve, the cleerer viſion do we 
attain of him that is inviſible. 
Nether, thirdly, may wee 
hope here to aſpire to a per- 
tect ſight, or a full compre. 
henſion of this blefied object; 
the belt of all earthly eyes doth | 
but look through a ſcarfe at 
this glorious Sight, and com- 
plaines of it's owne weakneſſe 
and obſcurity ; and what hope 
can we have to-compaſſe this 
infinite proſpe& ? The clecreſt | 
eye cannot, at once, ſce any 
round body, if it be but of a 
{mall buller, or ring ; And 


when 


_ 
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when we lay , wee ſce a man, 
we meane, that we ſce but his 
outlide; for ſurely, his hearr,or 
lungs, or braine, are out of our 
light; muchleſle can we lee his 
foule , by which he is : What 
ſpcak I of the poore' narrow 
conceitof us mortals ? I necd 
not feareto ſay, thatthe glori 
hed Saints and glorious An- 
gels of Heaven, bcing but of a 
tine (though ſpirituall ) na- 
ture, hold it no diſparagement 
to. diſclaime- the capacity ol 
this mfinite object; much lelle 
may we think to draine this 

Ocean with our egge thell. 
Laſtly, we may not make 
account hete to ſce the face ot 
God n his divine ellcnee, or 
in 


_— 
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in the height of the reſplen- 
dence of his glory: This, even 
Moſes hirafelte did nor; hede- 
fired x indeed, but it might 
not be yeelded, ( Exodus 33) 
and God'tels him, this was no 
object ' for morrall eyes; A 
man muſt die to ſee it , as 4u- 
Gen well. Indeed it is faid, Mo. 
ſerſpake to God, face to face; 
the word in the originall is 
(= 2) faces to faces:) 
but ye never read that he fav 
God) face to face he ſtill con- 
fcrred with that Oracle which 
was ever viſible, It isapoore 
conceit of Cornelius 4 Lapide, 


that Moſes longed ſo much to 


ſee the face of God-in ſore 
allumed forme ; for then that 


face 


———————_ 


Gen 32,30 | 


| ing there) deſires now to ſee 
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tacc ſhould not have becn his: 
And if God {hould have bcen 

leaſed ro aſſume ſuch a forme 
ithad beene no leſle eafie for 
him, to have made the'face 
alpectable, as the back ; In this 
ſenſe, old Jacob calls bis Altar 
Penu-el , the face of God , and 
profeſſes to have ſcene God, 
face to face; his face ſaw that 
face which God had for the 
preſent aſſumed , without a 
preſent death : DoubtleſTe Mo- 
ſes, having ſecne divers vayles 
of Godsprefence; (that is, ſen» 
{ible teſtimonies of his be- 


that glorious Majclſty of God 
open-faccd-;” without thoſe 


maskes of outward repreſen- 
| tation 
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tarion, ({o hee interprets him» 
ſelke whiles he expreſſes 7m 
by qw verl. 19.) the defire || 
was zealouſly ambitious; too | 
high, even for bim , that had 
beene twice bleſſed with forty 
dayes coference with the God 
| whom he longed to ſee; much 
| eſſe may we ink of aſpiring 
'rothis Sight, who muſt know 
' our diſtance, even from the 
| foorof the Mount, Itis abun- 
dantly enough, for us, ifout of 
fome ſmall loop hole of the 
rock, wernay beallowed, in 
his paſſage, to ſce ſome aficr- 
ghmpſes of that incomprehen- 
ſible Majeſty; to ſce him,both. 
as we can be capable , and as 
|bewill be viſible; that is, as he 
| hath 


l, 
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hath revealed himſelfe' to us in 
his word, in his works, in his 
wondcrfull attributes. In his 
word as a moſt glorious ſpiri- 
ruall ſubſtance, 1 three cqual- 
ly glorious ſubſliſtences, In his 
works , as the moſt mighty 
Creator, and munificent Pre- 
ſerver, as the moſt mercifull 
Redeemer of the world, as the 
moſt gracious Comforter, and 
Sanctifier of the world of his 
Ele, In his attributes, as the 


power, wiſcdome, mercy, ju- 
ſtice, truth, goodneſſcis efſcn- 
tiall; ſo as he 1s all cheſe abſtra- 
ctedly, uncompoundedly, rc- 
ally, mfinitcly. Shortly rhere- 
fore, wemay not look hereto 


ſee 
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ſechim by the cye of fancy, 0 or 
by the eye of reaſon, or in a 
full view, or in the height of his 
\ glory. 

Letus then in thenextplace 
ſee how we may and mult ſec 
him, 


Sect. III. 


VYOould we therefore ſee 
him that is mvidible? 
In the firſt place we mult haye 
our eyes cleered from the na- 
turall mdifpoſitnn, to which 


| 


/Mnature, man both 1 inward, 
and ambienc 
this fight; there is a kind 7 
exrthlizeſſe in the belt eye; 


_ whereby 


S——— 


[they are ſubject ; we _ all, 
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whercby it 1s gouled up, that 


[i cannot fo much - as ©- 


[ pen it ſelfe , to ſee ſpiritual 


things ; theſe are our carnal| 
affections : There is a dim- 
neſſe and duskineſle in the 
body of the cye, when it is 
opened; which 1s our naturall 
ignorance of heavenly things: 
Thereis, beſides thele, a filme, 
which 1s apt to grow over our 
eye, of naturall infidelity; 
which makes it incapable of 
this divine viſions and after all 


ME 


| 


| 


the moats and duſt of world- 
ly thou hits, 'are apt to troublc 
our ſight: Laſtly, every known 
finne, wherein a man willingly 
continues , is a beame 10 the 

eye, 


thele,(when cis at the cleareſt) 


— 
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eyc, that bars all ſightof God: 
In male'volam animam, ec. Wil- 
dome cnters not into an 1il- 
doing ſoule, and Malina vccecat 
intelefum, as the wiſe man of 
old; There muſt bee a remo- 
yall and remedy ofall theſc,ere 
we can atraine to a comforta- 
ble viſion of thie Inviſible. The 
goule of our eyes mult bee 
walhtoff; and if wecannot by 
our utmoſt endeavours, lifr up 
our cye-lids, as we ought, we 
muſt ſue to him that can do ir, 
( Aperi oculss:) Open thou mine 
eyes that I may ſce the won- 
derfull things of thy. Law. 
The dimnefle and duskinefſe 
of our eycs mult be cleared,by 


| 33 
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that eye-falye of the Spirit. 
| D (Revel.| 
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(Revel. 3:) The filme of our 
infidelity mult be ſcoured off 
by the clenſ{ing waters of Silo. 
am, the fountainc of divine 
ruth , welling out of the holy 
Scriptures ; 'The moares and 
duſt of worldly carcs muſt be 
wipt out, by a contempwuous, 
ny hol Go th 
beame of fine , laſtly , mut| 
be pulled out by a {crious re- 
pentance. So then, if there be 
any of us that makes account 
io ſe God, 'whiles he is taken 
up with ſcnſaall: aftcCtions, 
whiles be 1s bliaded with his 
raturall ignorance, and ink- 
deliry, whiles he 3s ſeized up-ic 
on by worldly/ carcs, and di- 

{tractions,- whiles he harbours 


any 
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any knowne finne in his bo. 
forme, he doth but deceive his 
own ſoule; away with all theſe 
| impediments, char wee may 


be capable of the viſion of 


nd|l God. 

be In the ſecond place, wee 
us, muſt ſet chis bleſſed object be-- 
'he (MY fore our eyes; reſolving of the 
ult Wl cerrainty of his preſence, with 
re- WW us; Or, rather, we muſtſcr our 
be MWſelves before bim, who 15 ever 
un Wunremovably before us , with 

cen {Wus, in us; acknowledging him 

ns, {wich no leſle aſſurance of our 


ith, than we acknowledge 
he preſence of our owne bo- 
dies, by the aſſurance of ſenie : 
or, how {hall we ſuppoſe wee 
2 ſee him that is abſent from 
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us? No.man will ſay, heſees 
the Sun, when it 1s out of our 
Hemiſphere : That infinite 
God therefore, who cannot 
but be every where, mult bce 
acknowledged to beever, ina 
lorious manner, preſent with 
us z manifeſting his preſence 
moſt eminently , in che high 
heavens, and yer filling both 
_—_ _ _ with = Ma- 
jelty of his glory : In him itis 
| onfom hi. nd moye, and] 
have our bcing: he compre- 
hends the whole world , him- 
ſelfe being only incomprehen- 
ſible ; ſecluded from no place, 
mcluded in no place; neerer to 
us than our owne ſoules: when 
we dic, we part from them; 
| from 


1 
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from him we cannot part;with 
whom remotcneſlc of place 
can make no difference, time 


thus throughly aſſured, it is in 
a faire way to ſee the Inviſible; 
fornow , after all the former 
impediments, the hinderarice 
of diſtance is takenaway ; apd 
nothing remaineth, bur that 
the eye bee ſo afteRted, and 
imployed hereabours, as it 
ought. 


SECT. V. 


TO which purpolc , in the 

third place, there mult be 
anexaltaton , and a fortifica» 
tion of our ſight; An cxaltati- 


Fs 


no change: when the heart is | 


| 
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|onrafing it aboveour womed 
pitch , tor our heart is foinu-! 
red, and confined to bodily 
objects , that , except it bee 
ſomewhat raiſed above ir felfe, 
it is not capable of ſpiritual 
things. A forcification of out 
fight, fo raiſed ; for our viſive 
beames are ( at our wn) ſo 
weak, that they ate notable to 
look upot afight fo ſpiritually 
glorious z alas, wee cannor (6 
| much as look upon the Sunnes 
beames, but we are dazeled, 
and blinded, with that, which 
eives us opportunity of ſight : 
how ſhall wee bo'able ro be- 
hold the Tfinice foſptendence 
of him that made it?:St.Frephen 


| | was a tfue h agle ; that bk:fſed 


whos SA | BD . . -- 
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|theeyes of him, whoi{hould 
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pongey cleared,exaltcd, 


rttfied pu terced the hea- 
vens, and iow Jeſu {tanding at 
the right hand of God; Whence 


was this vigor, and perſpicaci- 
ty? Hee was full of the holy 
Gholt; thar Spirit of God, thar 
was within him, - gave both 
clearnelle, and Rrength ( in 
ſuch miraculous manger) to 


itait-way ſee , as hoe. was 
ſcene; who {hould- inſtantly 
by the eye. of his. .gloritied 


foule, no.lefſe ſee themcom- 
prebenſible-Majcſty of God 
the Father}, than now by his | 
bodily eye, -he ſawthe glori- 
fied bodyof- the Son of God : 


[muſt the only work of 
D 4 the | 
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the fartie Spirit of God within 


_ 


us, that muſt cnable us, both! il |lc 
to the faculty , and exereciſc of i [n 
ſeeing the Inviſible'; for the | v 
performance whereof, ' there|{W| Vi 
muſt be; in the foutth place,"z|W cd 
traje&tion of the viſuall beames|M th 
of the ſoule, thorow all eanth- [1rr 
ly occurrences ,* terminating 181 
them only in God; as now, a | 
we look thorow the aire, a an 
any object, but our ſight paſſe nc 
thorow it, and reſts that 1n it 3 lefl 
whiles weare here, 'we cannot mil 
bur ſee-the world; cyen thei and 
hohielt eye cannotlook off ii way 
bur itis'to us ,'as the vaſt air cit 
1s betwixt us and the whe 
heaven,'only for: paſſage; all vi abo 
rranſlucid , till the fight arrive we | 


there 
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there; there it mectes with that 
ſolid object of perfect content- 
ment, and happineſſe, where- 
with 1t1s throughly bounded. 
When it hath therefore attain- 
> chither, there muſt bee, m 
the fifth place, a certaine divine 
irradiation of the mind, which 
isnow filled, and taken up with 
Wl 2 lightfomc apprehenſion of 
| an nfinnte Majclty, of a glory 
mcomprehenſible,and bound- 
leſle ; attended and adored by 
millions of heavenly Angels, 
and glorified Spirics ; whereto 
way mult be made by the con- 
ccit of a tranſcendent light; 
wherein God dwelleth ; as far 
above this ourward light which 
wc ſce ; as that is aboye dark-* 


neſle: 
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neſTe : For though we may not 
inour thoughts liken God to 
any created brightnefle, (bee 
itnever fo glorious; ) yet no- 
thing forbids us tochink-of the 
place of his oternall habitati 
on, as miinitely reſplendent, 
above the comparifon of thoſe 
beames which any creature 
can calt forth. He 2 clothed 
(faith the Pſalmiſt) with Iigh 
as with a garment. Lo, when 
wee cannot fec a mans foule, 
yet we may ſec his body; and 
when we cannot ſec the body. 
yes wee may fce the clothes : 
Even fo, though wee may not 
think to ſec the eſſence of God, 
yet we may ſee, and conceive 
of this his reſplendent garment 


of 
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of light. Farre be it therefore 
from us, when we would look 
up to a Deity, to have our eye- 
ſight:terminared-ih a gloom 
opacity, and fad darkſomncdl, 
which hath ' no affinity with 
any appendance of that diyine | 
Majeſty, who hath thonght 
| good w deſctibe. it felfe 
light : Let our hearts adore 
ſuch an infinite ſpirit , as that 
the light whereny he dwels, 
is inacceſſible, che light which 
he hath, -andis, is inconceive- 
able,and rather reſt themſelves 
in an bumble and devout ado- 
ration of what they cantiot 


d,| | know ,' than weary themfelves 


vel | with acurious ſtarch of what 


nt| | they earnot comprehend, A 


of ſimple 


EE 


I om—ons, 


The Remedie | 


G mple leand meck kind of aſto- | 
niſhmenrt, and admiration, be- | | 
ſeemes us here better, thana' 
bold and buſie diſquiſiti ition, | 
Bur , if this outward light M| _ 
(which of all viſible creatures W| 
comes neerelt the nature of a 


ſpirit ) ſhall ſecme to0 -_ \bes 
' |riall, co expreſle the glory muy 
that Pirdr wen ar; of 7 fixi 


Higheſt : Ler the mind labour MI 

to apprehend an intellectuall 'be 
light, which may beſo to our 
undcrſtanding , as this _ not! 
light 18 toour ſenſe, purely (pi WJ) £277 
rityall, and tranſccndenily glo-W 2c 
rious; and ler it dclire to won- 
dcr/at that which it can never 
concaye ; How ſhould thi 
|lightbe inacceſſible, if it wer: 


ſuch 


—— 
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ſuch as ur either ſcnſe, or rca- 
ſon could attaine unto ? 


| SakcT. VI. 


VAVGE we haveattained 
tothis comfortable and 
heavenly illumination , there 
muſt be, in the fixt place, a 
fixing of the eye upon this 
WW bearificall objec ; ſo, as it may 
W be free from diſtraction, and 
W wandring. Certainly there is 
nothing more apt to be mil-. 
carried, than the eye; every 
[new ſight winnes it away from 
that which laſt allurcd ir. It is 
not bard, or unuſuall to have 
ſome ſudden ſhort glympſes 
of this happy viſion ; which od | 
E 


mo. 
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the nexc roy fetches off, and 
makes usto forget : like as the 
laſt wave waſheth off the im- 
preſſion of the former : what 
are wc the better for this, than 
that patient ,, who having the 
filme too early raiſed from his 
eye, ſees the lightforche pre- 
ſent, but ſhall ncyer ſec an 
more. Would wee ſec Godto 
nol when we haye once 
eye upon him, we may not 
falker our ſelves, by any veins 
toloſerhe fight of him againe; 
but muſt follow it (till with a 
conſtant and eager imention : 
Likeasthe Difctplesof Chriſt, 
when they had fixed their cyes 
upon their aſcending Saviour, 


could not be taken off, oy « 
tac c 


f 
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| a 
|the preſence of Angels; bur 
ſent their eye-beames after 

him into heaven, fo cameſtly, 
that the reproote of thoſe glo- 
rious ſpirits could hardly pull 
themoft. You are now rcady 
totell me, this is a fit task for 
us, when we arcin our heaven; 
and to plead che difficulty of 
yo 19m 2" amr —_ re- 
of change ; where our 

ro mm but bee forced 
alide, with the neceflity of our 
worldly occaſions; and to que- 
ſtion the poſſibility of view- 
[10g two objects aronce ; God, 
and the world; not conſide- 
tg, thar herein lyes the 1m- 
provement of the Chriſtns 
—_ in theſe divine —_ 
1he 


IE a. 
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Thecarnall eye looks through 
God, at the world; The ſpiri 
tuall eye lookes through the 
world, - God; the one of thoſe 
he ſeeth mediately , the other 
rerminatively; neither 1s it in 
nature hard to conceive, how 
we may ſee two ſuch objects, 
as whereof oneis inthe way to 
the othcr , as thorow a pro- 
| peRive glaſſe, weean ſeeare- 
| mote mark ; or thorow a thin 
cloud wee can ſee heaycn. 
| Thoſe glorious Angels of hee 
ven arenever without the v 
= of God , yer being mini- 
ſpirics for the good of 
his my RY hare ar 6. they 
muſt needs take notice ofthele 


earthly occurrents : the yarn 
0 


_ 


_ 


—_— 


x of Prophaneneſſe. 


of theſe ſubhunary objects can- 
not diyert hate thouplit frory 
their Maker : Although alfo 
(to ſpeak diſtinQly ) the eye 
thus imployed 1s nor the ſame: 
nothing ' hinders but © thar 
whiles the. bodily fees a body, 
the ſpirituall' eye may ſe aſpr- 


preſented ro my view , the eye 
of my ſenſeſces the body, and' 
faſhion of the ſtone, my cye ot 
reaſon ſees the hidden vertue 
which is in it; both theſe kinds 
of cyes may be thus fixed up« 
on their ſeverall obje&s with- 
outany inrerfection of the viſu- | 
all lines of cach ocher: Bur,thar 
no man may think God hath 
ſo little reſpect to our mfirm 


rit: As when a load-ftone is ) 


| 


E des. 
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ties: as to impolc upon us un- 
poſſible rasks, we mult know, 
that ſince 4s ſoule rm 6 
ſorry fraile- mo 
lc of a Perperua 
7 ſuch an intuition of C 
here is neceſſary uſe of ajult 
diſtinction ; As the Schools | 
therefore is. wont. £9 Aiſtins 
gail of intentions, ;lo Þ mui 
we here 
'of CE 6 hr 
ar habityall;or vawall, Actu- 


we > HO pur ORE A7e;| 
rnd roly 


Þ aſſed Di. " apdehe: 
appenaining t. 
Habwuall, her we Have #1 
ſcttled kind o boly. Ailpoſi- 


HOD, | 


a 


——_ 
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tign, and apticude inclining ys 
ever to theſe divine thoughts, 
ready fill;o. bring them forth 
mo aR, upon every leaſt mo. 
ton: Viwalt, berwixt both 
theſe, being neuher ſo quick 
and agile, as tha achuall; nor 
7 ill and dogging as the 

abituall, (which may be inci- 
dent to a man whether {leepy 
Ing, or otherwiſc buſied when 
by the power of an heavenly 
diſpoſition , he in the 
mind, we-are ſo d, 28 
that divine. thoughts are be- 
fnfible) oſt Gke Bale 

(- OI ac ; 
woes th venue of that ori- 
Mumjoation licks ſtill 


Dy us, and 18,10 aſort, derived 


E 2 into 


————————, 


ht _—_ 
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| into all our ſubſequent ce- 
gitarions; leaving inthem per- 
petuall remainders of the holy 
effects of the deeply-wrought, 
and well grounded apprehen- 
ſion of God: As in apilgrim 
towards the holy Land, there 
are not alwaics actual thoughts 
concerning his way , or cnd; 
| yet there 1s ſtill, an habituall 
reſolution , to begin and com. 
paſſe that journey; anda ſecret 
power of his continucd will, 
ro put forward his ſteps to that 
purpoſe z there being a cer: 
taine impreſſion remaining in 
the motive faculty, which ſtill 
inſenſibly-{tirres him towards 
the place deſired : Neither is it 


_— 


—y 


GO 


unuſuall, (cycn innature) to 
ſee 


— 


—_ a 
—— 
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ſee many eftc&s continuing , 
when the motion of the cauſe, 
by which they were wrought, 
ccaſeth ; As when ſome deep 
Bell is rung to the height, the 
noyſe continues ſome time in 
the ayre, after the clapper is (i- 
lent : Or when a ſtone is caſt 
into the water, the circles that 
are cauſed by it are enlarged, 
and multiplycd, afterthe itonc 
lyes ſtill in the bottome. 

How eyer therefore we can- 


net hope in this life ( through 


our manifold weakneſles, and 


diſtraQtions ) to attaine unto | 
the ſteddy continuance of the 
acuall view of him that 1s in-| 
viſible, yet, tothe habituall, | 


—— — 


and yirtuall power of appre- 
E 3 hending 


i 
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hending him, wee may I 
(through the goodneſle of 
him , whom we fttiye toſee) 
happily aſpire. | 
Neither may we be wanting 
to our ſelves in taking all oc- 
calions of renewing chele our 
auall viſions of God ; both 
fer,and caſuall: thereis nothin 
that wee tan ſee , which do 
not put us Mm mind of God; 
what creatute is there; whetih 
wedo not eſpy-ſome footi{teps 
of a Deny tevery herb,flower, 
leafe, in our gafden ; every 
Bird, and Fly m theaire ; eve- 
ry Aot and Worme im the 
ground; every Spider it our 
window, ſpeakes the omnipo- 
rence, and infinite wiſedotme 


of 


- — Th _ — —_— NO——_ — _ 


| ſexrous renovation of our aw- | 


[ late it felfero the wholefollow- 


| forne freitfull monirion of ac- 
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of their Creator : None of 
theſe may paſſe us without 


knowledpging a divirte hand. 
Bur ps ſe, x wilt bere-| 
quiſite for 18 , every nivorning | 
to ſeaſort our thoughts with 


full apprehenfions of - God | 
and not to take off our hand, 
nll wee have wrought our 
hearts tbo fome good compe- 
tency of right, and holy con» 
ceity of that glotious Majeſty; 
the efficacy whereof may di 


mp day ; which may be often | 
revived by our frequent ejacu- 
lations: But above all other, 
when wee have to do with 

E 4 God, 


— 
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God, inthe ſet immediate cx# 
erciſes of his ſervices, and our 
heavenly deyotions, we muſt 
| endeavour (to our urmoſt) ro 
{ ſharpen our eyex,o a ſpiritual 
perſpicacity ; ftriving to fee 
him, whom we ſpeak unto,and 
who ſpeaks unto us, as he hath 
pleaſed to. reveale hinmſeltc. 
Bur, over and beſide all theſe, 
evenwhen we haveno. provyo- 
cations from any particular oc- 
 calion,it mult be our continual 
care, to labour with our God, 
that it would pleaſe him. to 
work us to ſuch an holy, and 
heavenly diſpoſition., as that, 
what ever our imployments 
may be, we may never want 
the-.comfort of a'virtuall and 


habi- 


_ 


| | 


1 doe more juſtly challenge a 


of Prophaneneſſe. 
habityall enjoying the ſight of 


God ; fo as the power and cfh- 
cacy of our firit , well-caken 
apprehenſion may runne on, 
thorow all the following ati- 
ons, and events both of our 


life, and death, 


SECT. VII, 


VPon this conſtant fixed- 

neſſe of our thoughts, on 
God, there cannot but follow 
(in the ſeventh place) a mar- 
vcllous delight, and compla- 
ccncy of theſoulc, inſoblelſed 
anobject ; neither is it cal to. 
determine whether of theſe 


precedency in the heart , whe- 
ther 


—— 
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ther the cyc be ſo fixed, be- 
cauſe it 15 well pleaſed with the 
ſight; or whether it be fo plea- 
ſedand raviſhed,with that hay 
py fight, becauſe it is ſo tixed : 
whatſoever theſe two are 1 
the order of nature; I am ſure 
in time, they arc inſeparable, 
neither 1s it poſſible for any 
man to ſee God as intereſled 
inhim, and not tolove him, 
and take pleaſure m tim: Asa 
ſtanger, as at __ or aven- 
per, even divels and reprobate 
fotiles behold him, ro therr 
regret, ard torment; if I may 
not ſay, they racher ſee his an- 
er, and judgemenc,than him- 
Ife; but neyet eye can ſee him 
as his God, and not be taken 


with 
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with infinite delight : for that 
abſolute goodrieiſe ( ont of 
which no mat} cat! cohtem- 
plate God) can be no other, 
than infinitely amiable. And 
if in the fecing of God, we be 


to ſpeak) unitiycly carried in- | 
ro him; how cat we chooſe but 
in this aR, bee — with 
joy unſpeakable and glorious ? 
In thy ; mony faich Na Plal- 
milk, is be fulneſſe of joy : and 
at thy right hand, are pleaſares 
for evermore. In ſumme there- 
fore ; if when oureyes being 
freed from all naturall indiſpo+ 
{itions, and both inward, and 
outward impediments ; wee 


baye fo this bleſſed objet pre-' 


ſented 


FT 
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ſented before us, as that, there | 


1s an exaltation and fortifica- 
tion of our ſight ; and therc- 
upon a trajetion of the viſu- 
all beames thorow all earthly 
occurrents, and a divine irra- 
diation of the underſtanding, 
and aſtedfaſt fixing of the eye 
upon this happy objet , with- 
out wandring and diſtraRtion; 
not without a wonderfull de- 
| light, and joy in the God of 
comfort, whom we appre- 
hend; we do now effectually 
borrow Moſes his eyes, and, as 
hedid, ſee the Inviſible. - 


SecT, VIII. 


_—_— 


——— 


SECT. VIIL. 


| 


BY:* as all good things are 
| difficult, and all difficulties 
| full of diſcouragement, unleſſe 
| they be matched with a coun- 
 teryaileable benefit, (in which 
caſcs they doe rather whet, 
| than turne the edge ef our de- 
fires ) - ler- us ſce what conſi- 
 derations of profit , ariſing 
from this noble at, may ſtirre 
up our languiſhing hearts ro 
| the endeayour , and perfor- 
mance thereof: There arc a&ti- 
ons , which carrying nothing 
| but danger and trouble in the 
mouth of them, had nced to 
be draivne on with the pro- 

mile 
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miſe of an cxternall reward; 
there are thoſe, which carry in 


—— 


ſuch is this wee bayc in hand : 
What cap there beg out of it 
ſdfe, fo good as ic ? When we 
take paings to put our ſelves 


or ſorne pompous rriumph, we 
have no other. cnd but to ſge; 
and yet how poore, and unſa- 


ſuch, as wherein our frivolous 
cyriolity ſhuts up in; empti- 
neſlc , diſcontentment ? 
how juſtly then are we ambi- 
tious of this proſpect, where- 


It is noneWes to ſee wantons 
tranſported from themlelves, 


with 


— _ A. AM 


—— 
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them their ownerecompence; | 


into {ome Theatce , ar Court, | 


| tisfying is that ſpectacle ; and] ; 


in, to but ſce, is to be bleſſed. | 
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ym Sake r of; A bead 
are 


to hayeavy A oy on forte 
curious: cyes no loſe taken 
with an cxquilite picture, 
which yet ſhall never be theirs: 
how = we be arher than ravi- 

[hed with an heavenly delighe, 
and pleaſure, in-lo ſeeing the 
 infione-beauty of the God of 


not be {evered from fruztion'? 
the at 3 ſelfe is an abundant 
remiuncration , yet doth it not 
want matry ſweet, and benefi- 
cial uences, which do 
jullly quicken our-defires i 
 artain@unto the pradtiſe of it. 
Whereof it is not the 2 
that 


[| 


Spirnes , as. that our light can, 8 


Cy 

Guftaro 
ſpiritu de. 
fipit om- 
nis Caro, 
Galſ.ce.s. 
domibus, 
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that who-cyer hath happily 
aſpired thercunto , cannot bec 
carryed away with earthly va- 


theſe, in compariſon of thoſe 
inviſible glories? Alas, what 
was the pleaſure and riches of 
the Court of Egypt, inthe eyes 
of Moſes , when he had once 
ſcene his God ? It is a true 
word, that of che Chancellor 
of Pars, when a man bath ta- 
ſtcd once of theſpirit, allfleſh 
is ſavourleſTe :. Surcly, when 
once the choſen velilell bad 
beenc rapt-iato the third hea- 
ycn, and ſcene thole unutte- 
rable magnificencies;of the 
divine Majeſty, who can wons 
dcr, if hc looked, cyer after, 

| with | | 


De 


| inferiour worl4 ? Goe then ye 


| of Propbaneneſſe. 


with [corne, and pity upon all 
the-glittcring poverty of this 


rely-great ones of the 
Fold, _ admire the piles 
of your treaſures, the ſtateli- 
neſlc of your '{tructures, the 
ſound of your titles, the extent 
of yaur territoryes; but know, 
that hee who hath (eene the 
leaſt glympſe of the Inyiſible, 
knowes how to commulerate 
your felicity , and wonders 
what yee can fee in all theſe, 
worth your admiration, and 
purſuit : What: joy and tri- 
umph was among the Iewes| 
when they ſaw the foundation 
of the ſecond Temple laid ? 
yet thoſe ancient Prieſts and 


mm, 


F Levites, 
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Levitcs, whoſe eyes had ſcene 
the glory of the former Tem- 
ple, wept, and cryed as lond , 
as the rcſt ſhoured: Thoſe that 
know no better, may rejoyce 
and exult in theſe worldly 
contentments; bur thoſe, who 
have 1 res A _ of the 
beauty oftheaven, can look u 
on them no otherwiſe, ” 6M 
with an overly c 

neſſe, I wonder not if good 
old Simeon were content to 
have his cycs clozed for ever, 
when he had once ſeene the 
Sonneof God : what ever he 
{ſhould fecafterwards , would 
but abaſe thoſe eyes, that had 
beene bleſſed with thefacc of 


his Sayiour. It was no ill con- 


— 


| ceit | 
- — m—_— 


”  - 


5 wo 


< A 


© 92 76a © 


of Prophaneneſſe. 


ceit of the wiſe Oratour, that 
he who had once knowne and 
conſidered the magnitude of 
the world, could never after 
admire any thing; Surely we 
may more juſtly ſay , that hee 
who hath duly taken into his 
thoughts the conſideration of 
the infinite power , wiſdome, 
goodneſle, of the great God 
of the world, cannot think the 
world it ſcife, worthy of his 
wondcr, As ſome great Pecre 
therefore, that hath beene uſcd 
to ſtarcly —_— , conn 
magnificence,doth not vouch- 
ſafe ſo much as to calt his cye 
towards the meane worthleſſe 
gewgawes of a Pcdlars Stall, 
(which yer filly children be- 


| 


F 2 hold 
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hold with great pleaſure and 
admiration : ſo the ſoule that 
hath beene inured to the ſight 
ofthe divine Majcſty , ſcornes 
to ſuffer it ſclfe to be tranſpor- 
ted with the traſh and toyes 


of this yaine and tranſitory 
world, / 


Szer. IX. 


N® whit inferiour to this 

benefit, is the ſecond ; that 
this ſight of the Inviſible is a 
notablc and prevalent meancs 
to reſtraine us from {inning , 
for how darcs he finne , that 
ſecs God ever before him? 
whom he knowes of fo pure 
eyes, that hcdereſts the leaſt 


motion 
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motion to evill; of ſo almigh- 

power , as to revenge it 
everlaſtiogly. It was a poore 
thought of him(who yetcould 
know no better ) that hee who 
would diſſwadec himſclfe from 
a ſecret wickedneſlſe, _—_ 
ſuppoſe a grave Cato, or fome 
oe "goat frowning 
Cenſor, robe by him, looking 
upon his actions ; as if the 
ſhame or feare of ſuch a wit- 
neſſe were a ſufficient coerci- 
on from evill : he that hath no 
cyesto ſeca God, may ſcarre 
himſelfe with the imagined 
ſight of a man, ſomewhat bet: 
ter than himſelfe ;- but he who 
hath the grace to ſce the Invi- 


| ſible, finds a ſtronger reſtraint 


F 3 in 
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in that preſence, than if hee! 
were looked on by millions of 
Witneſles, Indges, Exccutio- 
ners : Yet asthis ſight is mu- 
tuall, (ours of God, and Gods 
of us, ) the good heart finds 


| 


a more powerfull reſtriRtion in 


Gods ſceing of him: if there 
be more fearc in this, there is 
more love in the other; for, 
ſince this holy viſion of God 


's cver joyned with ſome 
warmth of good affection to 
that prime, and infinite good- 


of that unſpeakable loveli- 


effeually curbeth all evill de- 
ſires, in us, than the ex peRati- 


R— = — — 


his ſceing of God, than in| | 


neſle , the ycry apprehenſion| | 


neſle, whichisin him, more|f 


on} 
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on of any danger , that can 


threaten us: How canl do this 
ue evil, end ſinne againſt God, 

ith good Ioſeph : the ſinne af-/ 
frights him more than the ſuf-| 
tering , and the offence of a 
God ,, more than his owne 
er. 

The Spirit of God hath 
thought fit ro ſpecifie the third 
benetic, upon occaſion of the 
mention of Moſes his viſion of 


God, he endured , as ſecing 
him who is inviſible : As this 


ſight therefore hath power to 
withhold us from doing evill ; 
ſoallo to uphold us ole ſut- | 
feringof eyill; What but cheer- 
tulneſTe, and eaſe, could holy | 


Stephen find in the ſtones of 
F 4 his | 


Gen.39 9. 


Genet? rs 


his enraged murtherers, when, 


through that baile ſtorme he 
could ice his Icſus, ſtanding at 


| the right hand of God, rcady 


to revenge , andcrowne him ? 
Whart a pleaſing walk did the 
three children find in Nebu- 
chadnexzars Fornace, whiles 
the Sonne of God made up 
the fourth ? What Bath was ſo 
ſuppling , and delightfull , as 
the rack of Theodorus the Mar- 
tyr, whiles Gods Angel wipt, 
and refreſhed his diſtended 
joynts? With what contidence 
and reſolution, did the Father 
of the faichfull break thorow 
all troubles, and tentations, 


[ont Abraham, 7 am thy ſhzild, 


and 


| when he heard God ſay, Feare 


— 
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and thy exceeding great reward, 
Cerraialy, all fearc and diſcou- 
ragement ariſes from a con- 
ccit of our owne weakneſle, 
and an adycrlarics power, and 
advantage; take away theſe 
two, and the mind of manre- 
maines undanted : and both 
theſe vaniſh at the ſight of the 
Inviſible: For, what weakneſflc 
can we apprehend, when God 
is our ſtrength, or what adyer- 
fary can we feare, when the Al. 
mighty is with us? Good E- 
zekiah was never To much 
ſcarred with all the bravings 
of Rabſhakeh, as when hcefaid, 
Am 7 come up bither without | 
the Lard? Had God taken 


part againſt his degenerated 


ms 


people,| 


—__ —— 
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that over- 
comes it 
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people, what could the arme' 
of fleſh have availed, for their 
defence? As contrarily, when 
hee flrikes in, what can the 
gates of hell do? Is it multi- 
tude that can give us courage ? 
as Eh/bs's ſervant ſaid; there are 
more with us than againſt us: 
Ir is ſtrength ? behold, the 
wekneſle of God is ſtronger 
than men ; than divels : How 
juſtly do we contemne all yi- 
ſible powers, when we ſecthe 
Inviſible ? when we ſee him, 
not empty handed, but itan- 
ding ready , with a crowne of 
glory, to reward ourconquelſt; 
Vincenti dabitur : Are we ther- 
forc perſecuted, for profeſlin 


given, 


_—— — me umn 


the truth of the Golpell, an 
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caſt intoa dark, and deſolate 
dungeon, where no _ 
ring of light is allowed to look 
in upon us; where we areſo 
farre from being ſuffered to ſee 
our friends, that we cannot ſee 
ſo much as the face of our 
Keeper? Loeven there, and 
thence, we may yet ſee the [n- 
viſible, and (in ſpight of ma- 
lice ) in his light wee can ſce 
light, Do we he groaning up- 
on the painfull bed of our 
lickneſlc, clofing our curraines 
abour us to keep outthe light, 
which now growes offenſive 
ro our {ight; yea, doth death 
begin to ſeize upon our cyes, 
and to dim and thicken our 


ſight, ſo as now we cannot dif- | 
cernc 


EY 
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cerne our deareſt friends, that 
ſtand ready to cloſe them for 
us; yet,eventhen =y wemoſt 
cleerly ſee the Invilible; and 
that ſight 18 able to cheere us 
up, agaialt all the pangs, and 
terrours of death, and to make 
us triumph eyen in dying. 


SECT. X. 


] Atlly, what other doth this 

vition of God but enter us 
into our heayen ? Bleſſed are 
the pure im heart, (ſaith our Sa- 
viour upon the Mount ) for 
they ſhall ſee God; Lo, he that 
only can give bleſſedneſle, 
hath promuſed it to the pure; 
and he that beſt knowes wher- 


in 


Þ 
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| in bleſſedneſle conliſts, tells 


us, its in the fecing of God; 
The bleſſed Spirits above, 
both Angels and ſoules of the 
departed Saints, ſec him clecr- 
ly, without any vaile drawne 
oycr their glorified eyes; we, 
wretched Pilgrims here on 


earth, mult ſce him as wee| - 


may; there 1s too much clay 
in our cyes, and roo many, and 
to groſſe vapors of ignorance 
and infideli betwixt us and 
him , for a Fall and perfc vi- 
lion: Yer even here, we ſee 
him truly, though nor clecrly; 
and the ſtronger our faith 1s, 
the clearer is our ſight ;and the 
clearer our fight 1s, thegrea- 
ter is0ur meaſure of bleſſed- 


neſle; 
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nefſe: Neither is it a mecre 
preſence, or a bare {imple vilt- 
on, which doth either inchoate, 
or perfeRt our ineſTc: we 
"7p wv Was w_—_ whea the 
Sonnes of God came to pre- 
ſent themſelves before the 
Lord, and Satan came alſo 
among them and the wickeds 
eyes ſhall ſoc him whom th 

have peirced ; we ſee ſo mu 

of God, ( 1n the way of our 
bliſſe) as we cnjoy. I know 
not how the eye in theſe ſpuri- 
tuall objects, ( berwixr which 
and us therc is a gracious rela- 
tion) hath acercaine kind of 
applicatory faculty , which in 
theſe materiall things x wan- 
teth; O taſte, and ſee (ſaith 


the 
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the Pſalmifſt ) hovy freer the 
Lordis, as if our fight were 
more mwardly apprehenſive 
| of heavenly pleaſures, than = 
| moſt ſcnlible ultation 
theſe bodily | objects , ci 
there is no operation —_ 
theſenſe, or, tono purpoſe; 
The eye 1s never the warmer 
forſeemg a fire a farre off, nor 
the colder for beholding yce 
on are no whit the richer or 
hea es of rreafure, nor 
the raw r viewing anothers 
beauty ; But ſuch a powerfull, 
and glorious influence there is 
of God ito our ſpirituall ſcn- 
fes, that we cannot ſee him 
by the eye of our faith here, 
_e not be the happicr ; we 


_Cannor 
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cannot ſce him above by the 
cyc of our ſepar:ted ſoules , 
and not be perfectly glorious; 
and the one of theſe doth nc- 
ceſſarily make way for the 0- 
ther: for , what is grace here 
but glory begun? and what is 
glory above,bur grace perfe- 
cd? Wholoever therfore here, 
hath pitcht the eycof his faith 
upon the Inviſible , doth but 
| continue his proſpect , when 
he comes to heaven: the place 
is changed, the objc is the 
ſame; theat more complea: : 
As then, we do ever look to 
haveour eyes bleſſed with the 
perpetuall viſion of God , in 
the higheſt heavens ; ler us 


acquaint them before hand, 
| with| 


| of Prophaneneſſe. 
_ my 


with he conſtant and conti- 
nuall fightof him, 1n this yale 
of mortality, 


SrcT. XI. 


N® ſooner have -our eyes 
beenc thus lifted up above 
the hills, to the ſight of the In- 
vilible, than they muſt be in- 
ftantly caſt downe, and tur- 
ned inwards to ſee our owne 
wretchedneſſe; how weak and | 
poore we are, how fraile, how 
vainc and niomentany , how 
deſtiturc of all good, ob 
noxious to all ſinne, and mi- 
ſery : Contrarictics make all 
things better diſcerned ; And 
ſurely howeyer it be c6monIy 
G lecne, 
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| tion, the more clecrly we ſhall 
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ſcene, that the neerncſle of the 
objec, is an hindranceto the 


ſight, yer here, tho more cloſe- 
ly we behold our owne condi- 


diſcerne, and the more full 
ſhall wc be convinced of this | 
unplcaſing wrath : Itis nor for 
ustolook back (like the heires 
of ſome decayed houſe ) at 
what we were; whoever vas 
the bertcr for a paſt happi- 
neflc! Alas, what are we now? 
miſcrable duft andathes; earth 
atthe beſt, at the worſt, hell ; 
Our being is vanity , ourſub- 
{tance corruption; our life is 
but a blaſt, our fleſh wormes- 
meat , our begmning wnpo- 
tent, aboveall creatures, (cyen 

. , Wwormes 
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wormes. can crawle forward. | 
ſo ſoone as they are, ſo cannot 


we ). our continuance ſhort , 
and troubleſome ; our end 


Ernkclls ; who can aſlure 
imſelfe of one minute of 
time, of one dramme of con- 
tentment ? But, woes me , 
other creatures are fraile too, 
none but man is finfull; our: 
ſoule is not more exccllene 
than this tainture of it, is odi- 
ous, and deadly; our compo- | 
icion lates us open to mortali- 
G but our ſfignc expoſes us to 
ecternall wrath of God, and 
R—__ it, cternall damaa- 


tio m—_— waits = = 
Nana ar ,as finners: Be 


[compare with us in our lo | 
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in our ſinning, Devils infult|f | 
over us, And:now, fince the 
ſpring is foule, how can thc 
{treames be cleare? Alas,what 
at. of ours is free. from this 
wofull pollution ?- who eats, 
or drinks, or {lcepes,or moves, 
or talks, or thinks, or hcares,or 
prayes without it ? Eycn hee| 
that was blciſed with the ſight 
of the third heaven, as tyred 
with this clogge, could fay, 
O. wretched man that F am, 
who fhall deliver mee from 
this body of death ? . Bleſſed 
Apoſtle, if thou wertſo ſenſi. 
ble of thy in-dwclling corrup- 
tions, who knew'ſt nothing by 
thy ſelfe , how muſt our hearts 
needs rend with ſhame , and 
ſorrow, 


I I I II hn —— 
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forrow, who are guilty of fo 
many thouſand tran{greſſions, 
which our impotence can nei- 
ther avoid, nor expiate ? how 
juſtly do wefearc God,ſince 
we have deſervcd to be 
under fo deep a 
condemna- 
tion, 
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OF THE SIGHT 
and Fears of the 
ALMIGHTY, 


The Second Book. 
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Majeſty if © ever-preſent 
God , and upon the deple- 
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red wretchedneſle of his own 
condition , hee ſhall bee in a 


—_— —— 


meet capacity to receive this} 
holy Fears, whereof wetreat : 


Neither indeed 1s it poſlible 
for him toſee that all-glorious 
preſence , and not preſently 
thereupon find himſclfe affe- 
Red with atrembling kind © 
awfulneſle. Neither can hee 
look upon his owne vileneſlc, 
without an humble and balh- 
fall dejeion of foule ; Burt 
when he ſhall ſce both theſe at 


(hamefulleſtate,wahithc dread: 
full, incomprehenſible Majec- 
{ty of the great God; his owne 


-impotrence', with thatalmigh- 


ty power;his ownefiafulneiſ 
x with 
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with that infinite purity, and 
juſtice ; his owne milery with 


{| che glory of that immenſe mer- 
| cy, how can hechooſe but be 


wholly poſſeſſed with a de- 
vout {hivering, and religious 
aſtoniſhment. The heart then 


-F| thus tempered with the high 


thoughts of a God, and the 
humble conccits of our ſclves, 
is fit forthe impreſſion of this 
Feare, which is no other, than 
an awfull diſpoſition of the 
foule ro God: wherein there 
is a double ſtawp , or (ig14- 


1/ ture; .the one, 18 an inward 


adoration of the Majelty ſcene 
and acknowledged; the other, 
atender and filiall careof be- 
ing ſecretly approved of __ 
an 


——— ——— 
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and of avoyding the diſplea- 
lure, and offence of that God 
whom we ſo adore. The firſt, 
is a continuall bowing the 
knees of our hearts to that 
great, and holy God, both in- 
wardly bleſling, and praiſing 
hn in all his divine attributes; 
in his infinite power , wiſe- 
dome , juſtice , mercy, and 
truth ; and humbly ſubmittmg 
and reſigning our ſelves whol- 
ou his divine pleaſure in all 
ings ; whether for his diſpo- 
ſing, or chaſtiſing, 


Szcrt, II. 
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SftcT, II. 


ALEE true adoration be- 

np wg 
the ſoule bath the ſame parts, 
and poſtures with the body: 
as therefore it hath eycs to ſce, 
fo it hath a tongueto ſpeak un- 
to, and a knee to bend unto the 
Majeſty of the Almighty : 
Shortly then, we ſhall inward- 
ly adore the God of heaven, 
| when our hearts are wrought 
to bee awfully affected to the 
acknowledgment, cheifly of 
| his infinite Greatneſſe, and 
infinice Goodreſle, And this 
{hall be beſt done, by the con- 
{ideration of the effects of* 


__ both : 


LO 


— 


Oct. a £0” =” —BAERm__ oo —_—<w_—— -- a-—_— © 
= - - f 


Roma .20+ 


tet 


The Remedie bi 


both : Even in meaner mat- 
rers, Wee cannot arraine to the 
knowledge of things by their 
cauſes; but arc ola to cake up 
with this ſecondary informa- 
tion: how much more inthe 
higheſt of all cauſes, .in whom 
there is nothing bur tranſcen- 
dency, and infiniteneſſe? We 
ſhall, cherciore moſt feelingly 
adore the intinite greatneſle of 
God, upon \repreſenting unto 
our ſel res,the wonderfull work 
of his creation, and his infinite 
goodneſſe, in the no lefle 
wonderfull work of our re- 
demption: For ( as'the great 
Doctor of the Gentiles moſt 
divinely) the inviſible things 


| of God from the creation of 


_the 
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the world are cleerly feene, | 
being underſtood by the 
things that arc made; cyecn his | 
eternall power, and Godhead. 

| Even ſo, O God, if we cannot 
 ſeethee, we cannot but ſec the 
' world, that thou haſt made: 
[and in that , wee ſee ſome 
 glympſes of thee : When wee 
Behold ſome goodly pile of | 
| building, or ſome admirable 
picture, or ſome rarely-artifici- 
all engine}, our firſt queſtion 
' uſesto be, who made it? and 
' we judge of, and admire the 
| $kall of the workman, by the 
excellent - contrivance of the 
work ; how can we do other- 
wiſcin this mighry and goodly 
+ ah of thy univerſe? Lord 
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vwhar a world is this of thine, 
which wee ſce? Whatavalt, 
what a bcaucifull fabrick is 
this, above and aboutus? Lo 
thou, that madeſt ſuch an hea- 
yen; canſt thou be otherthan 
iafinitcly glorious ? O the 
power and wiſdome of ſuch 
a Creator | Every Scarre 1s a 
_ m_ __" leaſt of thoſe 
of light, are farre 
__ this our whole infei. 
our world, of carth and waters 
(which we think (carce mea- 
ſurable,} and what a world of 
theſe lighrfome worlds haſt 
thou marſhalled to r in 
that one firmament? and yet 
what roome haſt thou left in 


that large contignation, for 


more ? 
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more ? fo as the vacant fpace 
betwixt-one Starre, and ano- 
ther, is more in extent than 
that which is filled: In how 
cxat a regularity do theſe ce- 
leftiall bodies move, ever ſince 
their firſt ſerting forth , with- 
= all rhe the _ or 
ce of their nifing, or ſetting; 
bout all change of tht 
influences? In wharpoint and 
minute Adams new created 
eyes ſaw them begin, and ſhut 
up their diurnall motyons, we, 
his late poſterity , upon thar 
| fame day and in the ſame Cli- 
mate find them ſtill ; How 
have they looked upon their 
ſpcators, in millions of chan- 
ged generations , and are ſtill 


where 


| 
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hen they were, looking (till 
for more? But, above the reſt, 


that conſtant miracle of na- 
ture, the glorious Sunne, by 
whoſe beamcs, all the higher is 
and lower world is ilununa-Þ th, 
red; and by whoſe ſole benefir, Þ (hi 
we have uſe of our eyes ! Off the 
God, what were the world [wh 
without it, buta vaſt , andſul-F ee; 
[cn dungeon of confuſion,.and any 
horrour; and, wich it, whataſher 
Theatcr of beauty and won-[ture 
ders ? what a ſad ſeaſon is our[ art 1 
midnight , by reaſon of his|for 
fartheſt abſence, and yet, even[ne(] 
then, ſome glympſes of ema-[and 
rations , and remainders offpiye 


that bidden light, diffuſe them-[gmn 
| bs ſelves 
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ſelves thorow the / aire; and 
forbid the darkneſſe to bee 
abſolute. Oh whar an hell were 
utrer darkneſTe ;' what a reyt- 


ving and glorious ſpectacle it 
is, when the morning opens 
the curtaines of heaven, and 
{howes the riſing! Majcity of 
that great Ruler of the day. 
which too many | eycs have 
ſeene with adoration ; never 
any ſaw, without wonder, and 
bencdition : And if thy crea- 
ture beſuch ; what, oh, what 
art thourhat haſt made it? As 
for that ' other faithfull wits 


and laſting teſtimony doth ir 
give ts all beholders, of thine 
omnipotence ? Alwayes, and 


yet 


— — ———_ — — wi... Ah. 


| y& ney chapging 7 till usi-J| pl 
| {grmein her cool 
| eos, {bill regular in the mul- 
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ant variati-f! (ai 
bh 
tiplicity of her movings; and{l| p/ 
O God, what a trainc doth that] the 
great Queene of Hcaven (by Þ| #6 
thane appourment) dray after {| /4« 
her ? no lefTethan this valt ele-Þ| /#/ 
raentof waters, lo many thou. | thy 
nd miles diftant from herff 2/ 


| {pherc * She moves in heaven, | Pot 


terivur orb, and meaſures his] 18! 
paces by hers : How deep, how of 1 
(pacious, how reſtleſly wwrby-| of 
lens is that Jiquid body? and an) 
how tamed and confined by | th 
ined lmightinelſc? How juſt-| He 
ly dieft thou expoſtulate wich | thy 


thy-peoplc of old, by thy Pre- wh 
| > Ms - phet]_ 
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auhihe Lord, will ze vor trem- 
mul- I] 6-4; my preſepce, which bave 


and placed the ſand, for the bgunds of 


thatſ}| the ſes , by 4 perpetual decree, 
(by || 1b4t « Seunat paſſe it ; ang though 
fer} /f6  W4Þe7 thereof tafis'- tham- 
ele-Þ /#/ves, et they gannat prevails; 
30u-f| though they ragre, yet «au they not 
herff paſs pber it ?. And what a ſtu- 
ven, | Pendigus work of omnipo; 
hes 4 tx Fe 
5 his] hat hanged up chis huge glok 
how | of water and earch, inthe id 
rby-Jof a _— are, without 
and| any Ray, or foundacign., ſays 


"by |4hine owne eternall decree ? 
vf-1Hew wondefull arg thou in 
yich | thy mighty winds ; which, 
Fre. | whence they come, agd whi- 
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ther they 00, thou only knows gr 
eſt; m thy dreadfull thunders,|{j | ct 
and lightnivgs ; 1n thy threat- | tic 


ning Comets, andother fiery ff |to- 


exhalations? With-what mar-|{j | th: 
vellous variety of creatures|fj | all 
haſt thou peopled all theſe thy|}j | de 
roomy elements; all of fevye-|jj | left 
| rall kinds, faſhions, natures, |ff | ing 
diſpoſitions , uſcs; and yet all|fj | co1 
their innumerable - motions, || | ſur 
actions, events ,- are predcter- ||} | pre 
mined and over-ruled bythinc 
all-wiſe,, and almighty provi- - 
dence! What man can butſf | enc 
openhis eyes, and ſee round|f | ma 
about him theſe demonſtrarti-|i| | thai 
ons of thy divine power, and | pOc 
wiſedome, and not inward-/ff | ere 
ly praiſe thee in thine cxcellent|Þ} | hart 


reat- 
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greatneſle? For my owne pra- 
ile, I cannot find a better no- 
| tion, wherby tro-work my hearr 
[toan Woke adoration of God, 
than this; Thou that halt made 
all this great world, and gui- 
delt, and governeſt it, and fil 
leſt and comprehendeſt it, be- 
ing thy ſelfe infinite and in- 
comprehenlible : And I am 
ſure there can, be no higher re- 
preſentation/, of the divine 

eatneſTe unto our ſelves. Al- 
- war withall, we may find 
enough at home : 'for -what 


man that: lookes no further 
than himlclfe-, ang ſens the 
poodly. frame of his 
_— and-imployed. for the 
harbour of aſpiricuall, and im- 


| 


H 3 mortal] Ly 
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mortall foule , ean-chooſe but | 61, 
fay, I will praiſe thee, for I #1 | ſet 
tearefally , and wonderfiflly F ovs 
made. © YGre 


m 


SECT. IL, 


-./ Y dock 
Vyely, conld we foryer all f hol 
hog of the world , It is tho 
enough to ferch 1s our ther 
khees,#6d to firike aft holy awe f ment 
Wwito us, to think thi t hier we | thu 
live; ti -"thd have our} is a 
being®' For, m1 theſe our patesf mie 
eukir bligations, there is ajJour 
mixed ſeriſe both of the grear-| can | 
neſſe, 'atid goodneſſe of bear verai 
God; which, av'it thatitfeftly] God 
{howes it ſelfe m the wondroty lefus 
work of our excdlent creati-f only. 
| 4 
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| on, fo moſt of all roaghifiesit 
| ; i this exceediniply gratk- 
$ 99 work of our redetwption's 
Great is thy metey char thoiu 
maylt be —_ Aatch the ſweet 


Singer of t#xel 5 6, power 
doth riot rmore comhmiatid this 


all] holy feare;;- thacinercy doth; | 
though both here ; thect'toge- | 
ther; foray thete was wifes | 


Wi mevey rtihxed with power , ith 

thuy creating us ; loallo; chers 

is + n0- lefls mi power 
| Mixed with infinite mevey; inf 

$ajour redernpition': What heart 

| cat but fly idorediy fo. 

bleſſed 


veraigne' tfierey , -O 


lefus Chriſt, in ſending thine 
only, and <6: - =o; Sonfie, the 


; 2 Sonne 


ON 


[ 
God, the Father of our Lord 


— 


| Foz 


— 


— 
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Elba ot thy love 1\rhe Soong 
of thine eternall eſſence, - out 
of thy boſorme,,, downe from 
| the height of celeſtial}: glory, 
into this vale of rearts and 
| death, to abaſc hicoſclfe, in the | 
ſulception of Our. nature, tÞ 
Fipehs himſelfe withihe ragges 


temptaien, ſhame, death, for 
us ? O bleſled Icfy, the redee- 
mer of mankind, what ſoule 
can be capable of aiſufficicnt 
adoration of thine jntonceive. 
ablc _ in thy cagane and 
deſpicable-ipcargation, in thy 


| 1gnorainious and torment! 


—— — _ 


mi erable, and tailſome life, | i 
1 thy bloudy agony, in thine! 


pall: on ,-1n thy wofull ſenſc| 


ol! 


of 

{tea 
and 
kne 
{fior 
ni 

by 


um! 


of- our humanity / jt Jndure lf Ic 15 


mo! 
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ne | of thy fathers .wrath--n our 
ut {| ſtead, andlaſtly , inthy bitter 
xm and paintull death?- thou that 
ry, | knewelt no finne;,. wert made 
nd |} finnefor us, thou that art om- 
hell mpotent, would'{t die; and by 
tÞ ||| thy death, haſt victorjoully tr 


ocs || umphedover death, and hell. | 
ure ff ltiscnough , O Sayiour, ics | 


tor 
oo » 
ule 
cnt 
VC 
nd 
ay 
ile, 


more than. ;cnough, to ravith 
our hearts with love, and to 
bruiſe. them with' a lovin 

fcare, O bleſſed Spirit, the 
Godof comfort, who but thou 
only can make our foules ſen- 


ſibleof thy unſpeakable mcrey, 


full benefit of this our deare 
q| redernption, 1n the great work 
of our inchoare regeneration, 

in 


mes 


inapplying to us the ogy | 


[05 
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it} the mortifying of our evill 
and cofrupt affections , in rat 
ſing us to the life of grace, acid 
ptepating tis for the life of gls- 
ry ? O God, if mercy be pro- 
pet to atttat fears, how muſt 
our hearts, inall cheſe reſpects, 
needs be filled with all awful 
regard ttt thy divine bouri- 
ty? Oh how greatis the good- 
teſſe that thou heſt laid up for 
thoſe that feare thee; even be- 
fore the ſonnes of rtren! 


SEET, FV. 


Ww we may not think this 
& inward adoration of the 
greatnefſe, & goodies of God 


to be one ſimple act, but that, 


which 


of Prophaneneſſe. 


which is ſweetly compounded 
of the improvement of many 
holy affettions : for there can- 
not but be love mixed with this 


feare; The fedre of the Lord © 


the bevitmme of 1o've ; and this 
feare rnuft be mixed with joy: 
Reroyee in bim with trembling : 
and this feare and joy , 1s {till 
mixed: with hope : Fur in the 
feart of rhe Lord # ſtrong confi- 
dente ; mid 1he eje of the Loyd 
1 upon them that feare him, upon 
then that hope in his mercy : As 
thetcfore , we are wont to ſay 
that our bodies are nor, neither 


can bee nouriſhed with any 


1| ſimple ingredievt; fo may we 


truly Tay of our {oules, that 


they neither recerve any com-' 


fort, 


169 | 


Eccl.z5.5. 


Pal. 2.11. 


Pro.11..6. 


Plal 33.1 it. , 
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fort, or eſtabliſhment, nor exe- || a4 
cute any powers of theirs, by [| the 
any fole ſingle affetion; bur mj 
require a gracious mixture for | (yy 
both. As that father ſaid off peg 
obedience , we may truly lay the 
of grace, that it is all copula-[ ado 
tive. Neither may wee.think,| heat 
chat one only impreſſion of ney; 
this holy feare, and inward|curr 
adoration will ſerve the curne,|we « 
to ſeaſon all our \following 
diſpoſition, and carriage; bur, 
there muſt be a virtuall conti-way. 
nuarion thereof, in all the pro-Jeyer 
greſſe of our lives z Ourfort : 
Schoolcs do. here ſcaſonabl 
diſtinguiſh of perpetuity, of 
whether the ſecond act, whenhhjim. 
all our ſ{:yerall motions an 

| actions 


_——— 


_ = = —_ 
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b—— 


e- | actions are ſo held on, asthat 
dy || there'is no ceſſation, or intcr- 
ur | miſſion of their performance: 
or | (which wee cannot here cx- 
of | pet)Or, ofthe firſt at, when 
lay | there is an habir of this inward 
ila-| adoration , ſettled upon the 
nk,[heart ſo conſtantly, that it is 
; off never putoff, by what ever oc- | 
ard|currences ; fo as whatſoever 
me,|we do , whatſoever we indea- | 
inglveur, hath a ſecret relation 
hereunto. And this ſecond 
2ntl-|way z We muſt artaine unto, if 
pro-lever we will alpireroany com- | 
Outfort in the fruition of Gods 
cſence here, upon earth, and 
r mect diſpoſition towards 
m. I have often thought of 
t deep, and{crious queſtion 


of 


TOTS” YC © 0 OI I II es th ttt. hl þ — _ 


" Md "IT 


| no 


Mr. Samy- 
el Burion 
Archdea- 
con of 

| (Gloceſier. 


| 


| 
| 


| conſiderable, was taken off 


| ſecretly implying , that all our 
| thoughts and diſcourſe muſt 
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of the late judicious, and ho- 
nourable, Sir Fulke Grow, 
Lord Brook, (a man worthy of} 
a fairer death , and everlaſting 
memory) mpvyed to a learned 
kinſman of ming , ( euch in- 
tereſlcd in that Noble man) 
who when he was diſcourling 
of an ipcident matcer, very 


with this quick interrogation , 
of that wiſe and poble perſon; 
bat is that to the Infinite ?- as 


be reduced thither ; and that 
they failc of their ends, if chey 
be any other where termina- 
ted; It was a word well be- 


camming the profound judge- 


ment, 


—— 
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. yt 


is 


© 


Peere, And certainly fo it is, 
if che coguations and affecti- 
ons of our hearts be not dirc- 
Red to the glory of that infi- 
nite God , both they axe loſt, 
and we in them. * 


SECT. V. 
RE: ious adoration begins 


* *inthe heart, bur reſts not 
there; diffuſing it ſelfe thraugh 
the whole man, and comman- 
ding all the powers of the 
_ and all the parts of the 

ro comply 1n a revcrent 

om Hare bw as we feare 
the Lord whom wee = ; 
0 


—  —— 
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lo wee fcrve the Lord: with 
feare. | 3B 
Where the heart ſtoopes, it 
cannot be, but the knees muſt 
bend, the eyes aad hands muſt 
be lift up; and the whole body 
will ſtrive to refſtifie the inward 
vencration z as upoh all occaſt- 
ons, ſoclpecially , When wee 
have to deale with the facred 
affaires of God, and offer ro 
preſent our ſelves to any of his 
immediate ſcrvices: Our fearc 
cannot .bee {mothered 1n our 
boſomes ; Every thing that 
pert ines to'that infinite Ma- 
jelty muſt carry from us due 
tcſhitications of our awe ; his 
Name, his Word, his Services, 
his Houſe, his Meſſengers ::1 


«4. ah. Moat 


cannot alloy the ſuperſtitious 
nicenies of the fſewes, in the 
mn Soc) ra mn 
cheir practi ings WOr- 
thil Fiable, fark 4, S420 
of the feareof their father Iſaac, 
and ſuch as juſtly ſhame our 
prophane carelcſneſſe, 1 
'There-is- no wiſe man but 
muſt needs miflike their curi- 
ous {cruples, concerning that 
ineffablename, the lctrers and 
ſyllables wherof, they held in 
fich dreadfull reſpet, that 
they deemed is worthy of 
death, for any but ſacred lips, 
and thar, burin ſet times and | 
places, to expreſſe it; as if the 
mention of it pierced the {ide | 
of God , together with their 
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Schichard 
de jur- re- 
gie Hebr. 


— 


owne hcart; And, if the name 
of God were wruten upon 
ther fleſh, that part might 
not bee touched cither with 
water, or oyntment. But well 
may wee |carne this point of 
wit, and gracefrom has firlt, 


(and, then, the only) people of 


God , netra{hly, y, Ic- 
gardleſly, to take the awfull 
name of Godiato ouir mouths, 


but to heare and ſpeak it (when 
occaſion is given.) withall ho- 
lineſſe, and due vencradion, 
There arc thoſe that ſtumble 
at their adoration at the ble{led 
hame of Ieſus, preſcribed and 


practiſed by our Church; as 


that wee 


linefſe m 


unjuitly conceiving, 
puta ſuperſtitious 


"hs 2 Bs —_ ——_ — 
—] wth... _—__—_ 


— 4 ts, ls. Al 


ms 
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found, and ſyllabicall 
a: vers need 
az; iis the: perſon of 41:at blef. 
fed Saviaur, ito whom , upon 
this  occafion, 'our: knees arc 
bended. : A geftureſo farout 


of the juſtreach of blameghar 


dome of the Charch;\to allor 
this reverent -rcſpet/'to all; 
whatſoever the names ; wher- 


whole ſacred Trinity, is {igni- 
tied, and expreſſed to-men, it 
were moſt mcet to: be accor- 
dmgly cxhibitcd unto them: | 
And now,fiace it hath(without 


it ut ſeerncd good tothe: wiſc- | 


by the Majeſty of God,-mthe | 


_—_— OF 


The ''Rgmedie. 
comprilfibg in irthe whole gra- 
is , and mt 2 
author of our deare rederop- 
tion , . hath bcene expoſed to 
| the reproach and oppoſiton 

of the gain-ſaying world; We 
cannot (if. we be not vent 
to our filtall obedience)d 
our obſervance of fo antient, 
and pious an inſtitution. Ne- 
ver any contempt was dared 
to bee caſt uponthe glorious 
name. of the Alnugnty and 
abſolure Deity, only the ſtate 
of exinanition, ſubjeRed the 
Sonne of God to the ſcorne, 
and under-yaluation of the 


world ; Iuſtly therefore hath 
our holy and gracious Mother 


On 


thought fir, and ordaincd, up- 


ho 
e 
\_ 
O 
n 
(- 
: 
t, 
e- 
d 
1s 
d 
re 
1C 
IC, 
he 
th 
cr 
p- 
IN 
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onthatperſon andname,which 
ſeenied lefle honourable, and | 
lay- more: open to affront, to 
beſtow the more abundant ho. 
nour: In the meane time, as 
[hee is aprofeiſed incourager 
and an indulgent loyer of all 
true deyotion, [hee cannor but 
be well pleaſed , with what ſo- 
ever expreſſions of reverence, | 
we giveto the divine Majeſty, | 
under whatſoeycr termes, ut- | 
wor 1 hv well adviſed, and | 
well inſtructed congues. | 

[ have knowne, and hono- | 
red, as moſt worthy a conſtant | 
imitation, fome devout pcr- 
ſons, that never durſt mention 


| 


the, name of God, in their or- 
dinary communication, with- 
I 3 out 


— 
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out uncovering of their heads, 
orelevationot their hands, or 
fome fuck orher teſtimiony'e 

| reverence,” ' 

And certainly , if the heart! 
be ſothroughly poſſefſed with 
aſadawe of that infinite Ma- 
jelty, as ir oughe ; the tongue 
dares not preſume in afudden 
unmannerlineſſe to blurt out 
the dreadfull name of God; 
but ſhall both raake way for it, 
by a premiſed deliberation, 
and attend it with a reyerent 
elocution, 1 am aſhamed 'tc 
think how farre we are ſurpa 
fed by heatheviſh piety; The 
ancient Grecians and amongſt 
thereſt, Plato, (as Swidas well} 
obleryes, ) when they would 


{wearc | 


of Prophaneneſe. mw 


ſweare by their Iapiter, out of 
8] the mecre deead, and revcrence 
of his name, forbare to men- 
tion him ; breaking off their 

| { oath , with 2, «3 Tin, as thoſe 

ich Uchac onely dare ro owe the reſt 
to their thoughts, And Climas 
the Pythagorean, out of this 
regard , would, rather under- 
oe amuldt of three talents bs 

ſwcarc. Whiles the 


phane mouthcs of many bei- 
ſtians , make no differcnce n 
rent} cheir appellation , betwecae 
x God , and” char fer- 


—_— 
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| 
| A Sthe name, fo the word of |Þ m1 
| ©*our maker challengeth an ccy 
| awfull regard from us, asare- | the 
fletion of that fcare wee owe pre 
to the omnipotent author © 
it. What worlds of nice caution 
| have the maſters of the Syna- 
gogue preſcribed to their dil- 
ciples, for their demeanourto-ff j 
wards the book of the Law, © 
their God? No letter of n 
might be writ withouta copy ; 
no line of it withouta rulc; and 
the rule muſt be uponthe back mig 
of the parchment ; no parch-ſ lay | 
ment might bee imployed tof tray: 
this ſcryice, but that which i5to re 


mad 
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made of the skinne-'of aclcane | 
beaſt; no word might be writ- 
ten in adifterent colour ; inſo- 
much as when in the Penta- 
ceuch of Alexander the Great, 
the name of Iehovaby was(in 
prerence of honour )written in 
olden Characters, their 
abbins codemned the whole 
volume to be obliterated, and 
defaced: No man might touch 
it, but with the right hand, and 
;, off withour a kiſle of reverence : 
f x] No man might fit in the pre- 
Py ;{ ſence of it; No man might ſo 
 andf much as ſpir before it; No man 
vackÞ might carry it behind him; but 
ch lay it next-to his heart, in his 
d toſtrayell; No man might offer 
ch 1}Þto read it, but in a cleaneplace; 
nadc No 


| of | 
an 
re-| 
we 
A. 
100 
0A- 
dil- 
r LO- 


| 


Idem 
Schic Irs 
dus de ju- 
re regio 
Hebrzo. 
rum, 


as. th. Mil 
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no man might ſell it, though 
the 'co wightGchngh S© 
| hirnſ Nalke famiſhed : And |Þl! ant 
18 the word of the everlalting || lef 
God of Icfle worth and autho-|f{ fac: 
riry, now, than it hath becne? [| we 
Or is there leſle cauſe of our] for 
| reycrence of thoſe divine Ore- unr 
| cles, than theirs ? Certainly, i 
they were (uperſtitioully ſcxu- 
pulous, it is not for us tobe 
careleſly ſlovenly, and negle- A 
Rive of that ras, Book: © out 
of which wee {hall once beck} mn 
: Evcn that impureſ] fear, 
__ of the Twrkes Fry whe 
bidden to bec touched by any{ [f w 
butpurc hands. It was not rhef cich 
. | leaſt praiſc of Carlo Beromeo, theſ fect, 
late Exe of Mileme, that hed of 0 


Il woul 
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would never read the divine 
Seripture, but his knees, 
and if we profeſſe to beare no 
I lefle inward honour tw that 
I facred volume: why ſhould 
we, hovy can wee think it free 
for us to entertaine it with an 
| unmannerly neglect ? 


SecT, VII. 


AS to the name and word, 

fo to the ſervices of God 
muſt the efficacy of our holy 
feare bee diffuſed; and theſe, 
whether private or publick : 
anyſ If we pray, our awe will call us, 
rhe either ro a ſtanding on our 
,the] fect, as ſervants; or a bowing 
 heq of ourknees, as ſuppliancs, or, 


7 


| 


ould 4 | a pro- 
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a proſtration on our faces, as | 
|dejected penitents ; Neither 
when the heart is a Camell, 
can the body be an Elephanc : 
What Prince would not ſcorne 
the rudeneſſe of a fitting peti- 


tioner ? It was a juſt 


itincti- 


on of Socrates of old, that, to 
ſacrifice, is to give to God; to 


pray, is to beg 


PIRIE 


of God: Andflew 
who is ſo liberall, as to caſt Jven 
away his almes upon a ſtour, JThe 
and unreverent 


r? If we 


attend Gods meſſage in the 


mouth of his holy fcryants, fm 


whether read or preached, our fc 
fearc will frame us to a reve- 
[rent carriage of our bodies; fo þþ: 
as our very outward deport- 


[ment may really ſem 


ſpeak 


— 


e tom 
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ſpeak the words of the good 
Centurion ; Now we are all bere 
preſent before God , to beare all 
: | things that are commanded thee 

of God; 'we ſhall need no law 
1- $to vaileour bonners, faye that 
m Our. owne breaft. It wasa 
reat word that Simeon the 
. to [lonne of Satach, faid to the 
\nd flewith Prince, and Pricſt, con- 


caſt [vented beforetheir Sanbedrin ;| 
out, [Thou ſtandeſt not before us, 
f we [burbefore him char faid; Let 


x4world be made, and irvas 
made ::did we thinkſo, how 
durſt wee fit 10 a bold ſauci- 


| the 
nts, 


eve- elle whales that great Em- 
-s; ſo ſbalhie is delivered ) with our 
port-Þ encurhuds, as if we ac- 
: to fknowledged no preſence but 
peak of 


Talm, 
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of our mferiours 3 as that 
which is a ſhameto lay) thoſe 
very- apprentices, who. dare 
not cover theis heads at home, 
| where their: Maſter 1s, alone ; 
yet,in Gods houie, wherethcy 
tce him inathzong of: has bet- 
ters 4 waiting, upon the ordi- 
nances of the God of heaven, 
think it free forthem, <qually, 
topuronys andto bee no befle: 
fellowes with: their Maſftcr, 
ſervice: gave a 
Lemay pms. omar 
mers, of 4 p | | 
nefſe : Surcly,befameground 
whercon the Apoſtle buile has 
for the coycring of the 
| of the women, lerves 


equally 


_ 
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equallyforthe uncoyering'the 
Hrs wharaon; an; Yor 
the Angels; yeamore, becauſe 
of the God of the Angels;who 
"theſe viſible Angels of his 
rch, ſpeakes to us, and ſo. 
rays ſalvation. If we ad- 
drelle-oar ſelves tothe dread. 
full myſteries of the blefſcd 
Sacrament of the body 
bloud of our Lord Jeſus, ont! 
feate will bend our kneesin a 
meet reverence to' that 


and gracious My is 


_ lively 
, giver, yy ee pens wo To 


ule: ;\who at racy rather 
Table, is, (as Saint Jerome tru- 
ly)both the gueſt, and the ban- 


quet : Neither can the heart 
thar 


——_— 
ts 


and 


Ipſe cer 
vIiv2 &con 
vivium. Ad 


Hedibiam | 
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| is ſeaſoned with true picty, 
be afraidof too lowly:a 
of theLordot 

bur rather reſolves, that bew 
not worthy of knees, who will 
| nothere bow them ; for, who 
| ſhould command them, "ifnot 
|cheir Maker, if not their Re- 
| deemer ? Away with the mon- 
ſtersof opinion , and practiſe, 
concerning this Sacrament : 
Chriſt Iefus is here really ten- 
| dred unto us; and who- can, 
who daros take him but on his 
knees? What poſture can we 
uſe with our Gilomes, it we lt 
with our God and Saviour? Atlfj 
our belt, well may we ſay with | ff 
the humble Centurion ,z Lora! ws 
| we are oz worthy thou ſhowldeſt| as thi 


[ 


come 
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come under our roofe : but, if we 
re not both ſouls, and 
ies, to recaye him reve. 
rently , ' our finfull rudeneſſe 
ſhall make us urterly uncapa- 
ble of ſo blefſeda prefence, 


| 


SzacT. VIII, 


reach onely to 

the actions of Gods ſervice, 
but extends it ſclfe cyen to the 
very houſe, which iscalled by 
his name: the place where his 
honour dwelleth, For, as the 
t\preſence of God gives an ho-| 


th |line{le to what place loever he 


rd} | plcaſed to fhew himſelfe In; 


eſt Was the Sunne carrics an inſe- 


K _ parable 


| 
NEirher doth our awfull 


Y wn 


hed 


Gen.31F3 


} 
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parable light wherefocver it 
poes ) fo that holineſle calls] 

r ameet yeneration from us: 
It was a fir word forthat good 
Patriarch, who ſware by tus fa- 
thers fcate; which he ſpake of 
his Bethel, Flow dreadfull is this 
place, thisis none 0rber ," but the 
bouſe of God : this u the gate « 
Heaven, . The ſeverall Liſtar- 
ces, and diſtinctions that vycre 
obſerved in the Templc-c 
God, ar Fieruſalas , are {a 
moully knowne : None might 
| {ir within the verge thereo 
but the King ; all ochers, < 
ther food , or kneeld. I have 
read of fome ſes -of men 
curiouſly ſcrupulous, that their 
Pricits were nor allowed to 


FE >omas tr 
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breath 


—— 1 


| 


+1 
—m—___— 


tf {breathe in 'cheir Temple, bur nts. 
lis | were commanded: ( whites | 1% /ace- 
Us: went 'in to: fyeep: the | 7192.* | 
od |floore!):10 hold their winds, | 25/5 6 f 

fa-Yf |{ like thoſe that dive for ſpan- | ian, 

| of es at-Sawps ):to the utmolt | ai wr 
bi: obrime ; and-when they 
tbe | would vom ther fuppreſſed 
7} | aire; and change ir:for new, 10 
got forth ofthe doores, and re- 
carne withatreſh fupply. But, 
we arc ſurethe Exbiopian Chri- 
ſtiansare fo holily mannerly, |: '** 
chat chey" doc noc-allow any | = 
mano much 4x0 ſpit in thetr 
+1 | Churches ;"and if ſuch a de> 
|| fementhappen, chey cauſe it 
| ts be ſpeedily .clenſed: What 
9 | hall we then fay of the com- 
mon prophanencſſe .of thoſe 
K2 carclclle 


I rn OO Ce I EE I 
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ee tree 


— ”__—— 0 


132 | 


| — 


, 


 [bouſe; theirſpulchar? Itiere| 


' The Remedie 


carcleſTe Chriſtians, that make 
no diſtinRion , betwixt.their|{} | [ 
Church, and their barne; that 
care not to looke unto their 
foulefcet,ywhen they comcun» 
der this ſacred | roofe ; that 
with equall irreverence ſtum- 
ble into Gods houſe, and their 
_ Ing” can m—_ fitter 

ace for their atnbulatory, 
their burſe , their'counting| 


corded of: Saint S wiehine , the|f}| © 
(no leſſe famous than humble) WE { 


+ | Biſhop of Wincheſter;that when ||| 35 W 


he died, he gavecharge that his le w 
body ſhould notin any caſe be f tiſe « 
buryed, within the Church; 
but be layd where his grave 


i. 


might be yet with raine, and 
open 


- Wo I —] il... S—_ 
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_ ro weather & paſſengers; 
[ ſuppoſe,as conceiving that ſa- 
cred place too goodtorthe re- 
politory of the beſt carcaſſes, 
Surely,we cannot cafily en- 
tertaine too ycnerable an opi- 
nion of the habitation of the 
Almighty : If our hearts have 
the honourto be the ſpirituall 
Temples of God , we {hall 
gladly give all due honour 
to his materiall Temples: and 
doubtleſſe im all experience , | 
we ſhall ſo reſpe& the houſe, 
as we are affected to theowner. 
[t was the diſcipline and prac- 
| tiſe of the Hetruſcians, from 


TPO I GERT REY RES Hno_ 
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bf whom old Reme learned much 
yell of ber skill in Auguries, and 
nd | mary myſteries of religion , 
en K 3 that 


Cl 
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| that thoſe deities whom they 

deſired to harbour in char 

owne breaſts,as Vertue,Peace, 

Modeſty , ſhould haye Tem- 

les erected withintheir walls, 
butthoſe which were the "" 


ſidents of wartes and combu- 

ftions, or pleaſures, and ſentw Bfict 
alitic,( as Mars,YVenus, Fultan,), 

{ſhould take up with Temples 

without their walls : Andeven 

ſoit is, and will be ever withficle , 
us; if we haye an holy regardJſdivir 
to the God of heaven, and a-fjent] 
dore him , as inhabiting our who 
boſomes, we cannot þut giveſſto gi 
all fairc and venerable reſpesFSove 
torhoſe houſes, which he hathJdlex, 
taken up for his own worſhip, ugh 
and preſcnce, Neat] 


SECT 


Ce A —_ 
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SECT. I X. 


Nether, laſtly, can Gods 
very Meſſengers (though 
pareners of our owne infirmi- 
nes) eſcape ſome ſenſible re- 
Fictions of our feare : It was 
Ithe rule of —_— wg" 
yery Prince of thc e,1 
_ would conſult Gods Ora- 
de, out.of reverence to that 
ardfdivine peRorall, mult reve- 
| a-fſſrently ſtand beforethat- Prieſt, 
our {Iwho,at other times was bound 
iveſſto give lowly obedience to his 
etsISoveraigne Lord, Whar Great 
athJdxander - did to the Icwiſh 
hip,ſhigh Prieſt , who knowes nor ? 
Neither bath the practiſes of 


135 
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cardum de 
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i. k.) 


the godly Emperours in the 
Chriſtian Church, through all 
' ſucceſſions of Ages, favored 
| of leſle regard: Even the late 
Ceſar Ferdinand in the ſight of 
our Engliſh, notlo 

| his end, gull Em- 
preſſe, reccived an Epiſcopall 
benediction publickly , upon 
their knees. Away with that 
infolcnt pompe of kiſſing © 
> . 

Lipfur, | toes, (Which luſtus &.ipſus juſt. 
| tib.2.ru- | Iy calledonce, foule and fer 
JH vile) fitfor a(aliguls, or Maxi 
minus the younger, or a Diocle- 
fian ; Away with the prouc 
horſing on ſhoulders,or tread 
ing on necks , or the lackey 
ing, of Princes; It was a mc 
| derate word of Cardinall Z/ 
| | barel 
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barell, concerning his. great 
Maſter ; So is heto be honou- 
red,” that he be not: adored. 
Surely when religion! was at 
the beſt, great Peereschought 
it ho ſcorne tokifle the venera- 
ble hands of their ſpiricuall fa- 
thers;anddid not grudge them 
eminent ticles of- honour, It 
was but a {1mple port that Eb- 
jab carryed in the world , who 
after that aſtoniſhing wonder 
of tetching downe firc and wa- 
terfrom heaven, thought itno 
abaſement to be Ababs lackey 
from Carmel to lexreel ; yer 
Obadiah, who was high Stew- 
ard tothe King of 7/rae!, even 
that day, could fall on his iace 


to him, and ſay , Art thou that | 
my 


EE 


Kings 
13.46. 


The Remedie | 
my Lord Elijah ? Nor much 
greater was the ſtate of thoſe 
Chriſtian Biſhops, who ; 
now to breathe from the blou- 
dy perſccucions of the _ 
m ; ys$ WIN ww 
Tos. nan oo 
Conſtantine (in whom this 
Hand is proud to challenge 
no ſmall ſhare ) kifſe thoſe 
|ſcarres, which they hadrecei- 
yed for the name of Chit ? 
4 with whart titles did he digmifie 
them? as onetbat ſaw Chriſt 
m their faccs, and mcant in 
their perſons co honour his 
Saviour: And indced, there 
isfocloſe, and indiffoluble a 
reſation betwix:t Chriſt and his 
Meſſengers, thaetheir mutuall 
| intereſt | 


— 


——_ 
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intereſt can neyer be ſevered, 
What Prince doch nor: hold 
himfelfe concerned in the ho- 
nors, or affronts that are done 
to his Ambaſſadors ? Thoſe 
keyes which God hath com- 
mitted ro our hands, lock us 
ſo faſt ro him, that no power 
incarth,or hell,can ſeparate us; 
but ſtill char word muſt ſtand 
faſt, in heaven : Hethat deſpi- 
ſeth you,deſpiſeth me: In yaine 
{hall they therefore pretend to 
feare God, that contemne and 
dilgrace their ſpirituall gover- 
nours. There is a certain plant, 
which our Herbaliſts call (ber- 
bam impiam ) or wicked Cud- 
weed, whoſe younger branches 
ſill yecld flowers to over-top 

4 | the 


Eccl.7. 33+ 


[a true feare of the Almighty, 


—— 


The Remedie 


the elder; Such weeds grow 
too rife abroad ; It is an ull 
ſoyle that produceth cherh: 

I am ſure, that where the heart 
is manured, and ſcaſoned with 


— 


_ cannot be but an awfull 

d to our fpirituall Pa- 
irs ; well are thoſe two char- 
ges conjo _ Feare God, and 
—— bis Pr 


SECT. X, 


Fltherto having conſide- 

red thac part of holy Feare, ||| fil; 
which ( confiſting- in ao in- | 
ward adoration of God ) ex- | 
preſſcth it ſclfe in the awfull 


Ser- | 


cet his Name , Word, | 
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Services, Houſe, McſTengers, 
wedeſcend to that other part, 
which conſiſts in our humble 
wy 100, and ſelfe-refi 1gnat- 
is good pleaſure, in all 
ren whether toorder, or 
correct: The ſuffering part is 
the harder, It was a gracious 
reſolution of old' El; , 7s is the 
Lord, let bim doe whatſoe'ver bee 
will; 'Sufely, that man, though 
he were but an ill Father, to 
his worſe ſonnes, yerthe was a 
ood fonne to his Father mn 
caven: for but a true 
fiall awe could make the 
heart thus pliant; that _ 
oo our [ives tous, as 
clay, and our God to us, as - 


d, |{[potter; andcheretore ſhowes 


_—_ _ — —S —_ 
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Binius,&c 


| bis great .cxtremity; I-chank 
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us how unju{tly wc houldre-| 
pinearon —_— oruſe, that! 
1 19 upon.us: [ 
could an rp aced which! 
is ſaid to have falne fromthe 
mourh of Francis of . Aſiſſe, in 


paine ; and I beſeoch thec (it 
thou think good) to adde unto 
it, at bundred fol more, 


| Neither was' it much different 


ws pre. which [ haveread, 

reported of P E Adrian, 
Gains tpoken by « 
worth mw Gew bs Folemby 
ated ge, of the Vnwer-| 
fary of Candodes ( whoſe la- 
bours are of much note, and 
ule 1 m the Church of God ) 


Maſter 


_——. 
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Maſter Perkins; who, when he 
lay in his laſt, and killing tor- 
ment of the ſtone, hearing the | 
by-ſtanders to pray for a miti- 
tion' of his'paine , willed 
thetn, not to pray for ancaſe 
of his my priced bur for an 
mcreaſeof hisparicnce , Theſe 
es cannot. proceed but' 
fubdued; and meek, and 
= 
nve - £40 
Matter, rr. wa: rnd 
and relaxation': And ocortain- 
nothurbecequly renpered 
not but 
to all conditions, as hum 
acknowledgingthe ſame han 
both mgood,& evilk And ther- 
fore, cyen frying in Pholaris his 


BuY 
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he was not wont to his 

| countenapceupon > 
rior) of events; \ ſo! when hee 
ſhould come todripk his FHem- 
lock, as Plato reports it, po dit+ 
ference could be deſcryed,-e1- 
ther. in his. hapd or face ; 20 
encflc in his face, no trem- 
faſt and fearteſſc taking of chat 
fatall cup , as if ix differednor 
&om the wine of his meals 
other, thanan effect of the ac- 
krowledgment of that one 
God, 


_— # 
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God for which he (uffered; If 
ſo, | cannotlefle magnifie that 
man for his temper, than the 
Oracle did for his wiſdome : 
but I can doe no lefſe than 
| bleſſe, and admire the known 
| courage, and patience of thoſe 
Chriſtian Martyrs, who out of 
aloving feare of him, that on- | 
ly can ſave, and caſt both bo- 
dies and ſoules in hell , deſpi- 
ſed mo wn, death, and 
manfally inſulted upon their 
perſecutors ? Blciſed [gnarias 
could profeſle ro challenge 
and provoke the furious Lyons, 
to his dilaniation. Bleſſed Cy- | 
prian could pray that the Ty-| 
rant would not repent of the 
purpoſe of dooming him to 
L death ; 


_ — - ————I_ —— <_A-__-  —RI__ ro ——— 
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geath z and thar other holy 


torn 
Biſhop, when his hand was|fÞ| ver: 
threatned ro be cut oft, could | And 


ſay, Seca ambas, Cut of both : left 1 
It is not for me to tranſcribeconl 
volumes of Martyrologies, who 
All that holy army of conque-}thetr 
ring Saints began their victo-l N 
ries in an humble awe of him, 
whoſe they were; and checr- 
fully rriumphed over irons, 
and racks, and gibbets, andfroc 
wheeles, and fires, out of afleeve 
mcek and obedient (ubmiſli-Wſma 
on to the will and call of their Þeare: 
cver-bleſled God, and moſt 
dearcRedeemer ; In ſo much 
a9 Saint Chryſoſiome profeſles 
to find patterns apd parallcls, Þoun, 


for himſelfe in all varieties off, Ol 
| LOI 
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tormenrs, and what ſocyer ſc- 
yerall formes of exccution : 
And thebleſſed Apoſtle hath 
1: Mlcfr us a red Calender of theſe 
conſtant witneſſes of God; 
whoſe memory is ſtill on carth, 
their Crowne i heaven, 
Neither is it thus only in 
the undaunted ſufferings for 
the cauſes of God; bur our 
1s, flawe ſubjects us allo to the 
nd gc od will of God, in all what- 


{ a ſoever changes of eſtate, Do 
(Ti-Wl (mare with afflictions ? 1 will 
cir Pear the indignation of the Lord, 


olt Þrcauſe I bave finned againſ# him. 
ich} beld my peace becauſe thou 
Ter Lord haſt done it, Doe I a- 
c,Þound in bleſſings ? Whoam 


H- b, ' Is 
36,37,39. 


Mich. 7. 9. 


; off, Q Lord God, «nd what is my 
L 2 fathers 


OIs 
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fathers bouſe, that theo; ha 
brought me bitherto * In both p 
7 have learned in what conditi 


ſoe'ver 1 am , to bee therewit 
content, 


SECT. . XI. 


T Hus do we bow the knee 

of our hearts to God,in ou 
adoration of his ON | 
in duely magnifying his greatY; 
neſſe _ mar ws 
our humble ſubmarftion to hi 
holy, and pratious pleaſure 
there remaines that other fig 
nature of our awfull diſpoſit; 
on, which conliſts in a tende 
and child-like care, both of hi 
ſecret approbation of us, ant 


a ah th 


——— hd 
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T of our aveydance of his di- 
pleaſure; and our offence to- 
wards him; theſe two part not 
alander, for, he that dclires to 
be approved, would be loath 
to difpleaſe. 

The heart that is rightly 
affected to God, is ambitious, 
Yabove all chings , under hea- 
Yyen, of the ({ecretallowance of 
Athe Almighty; and thereforc 
is carefull co paſſe a continu- 
I all, and exact inquiſition upon 
 biY:ll bis thoughts , much more 
eJupon his actions, what accep- 

12tacion , or cenſure they find 
Ht bove; like as ſome timorous 
defchild upon every ſtirch, thar 
f bi ſhe takes in her firſt Sampler J 
anglookes trembling]y in the face | 
' L 3 of 
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Quodlid, 
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of her Miſtreſſe ; wo ſee how 
ſhe likes it ; as well knowing 
that the Law of God was not 
given us (as ſome have ſaid of 
Benedis rule)only to profcil; 
burto peforme ; and that ac 
cordingly the conſcience {hal 
find either peace or tumult 
As we are wont therefore, tc 
ſay - the m—_ that at the 
picking up of ey aine 
ſhe caſts her Mons : he 
yen , fo will our godly feare 
reach us to do, after all our 
ſpeeches and actions : Fe 
which cauſe it will be neccfla 
ry to exerciſe our hearts with 
very frequent (if not contin 
all) ejaculations ; I remembe 
the ſtory cells us of that _— 
; ri 


: 


wont to {igne himſelfe,nolefle 


ſpably ) that in the practiſe of 
thoſe ancicnt Chriſtians, their 


that Saviour , who was cruci- 
Fed for us; Surely I ſhould 


; 


let the glance bee never (o 
ſhort : neither can ſuch a one 
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Iriſh Saint (of whom thereare 
many monuments 1n theſe 
welterne parts ) that hee was 


than an bundred times in an 


houre: Away with all ſuper-] 
ſition 3 alchough Cardinall 


Belarmine tells us (not impro- 


rolling was 'no other than a 
ilent kind of invocation of 


nvy any man that hath the 


eiſure, and grace, to lift up his | 


cart thus often, to his God, 


hooſe, bur befull of religious 


L 4 fcare :| 


[FI 


— 


Parricius,} 


In one of 
his prefa. 
ccs ro his 
contruver- 
he » 
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fare: I like not the faſhion of 


| 


' ons of the foule, withall ou 


ſave isonly afraid of (tripe 
n 


the Exchites, that wereall pray 
e&, and no practiſe , bur the 
mixture of theſe holy cleyati 


ct! 
actions, with all recreations, 1 | Nh 
fo good and laudable , thaff fave 
whoſoever is molt frequent 1g all i; 
it, {hall paſſe with mefor mol} will 
devout,and moſt conyerſant iff muc 
heaven, lour 
But the moſt proper anflearr 
pregnant proofe of this Feat of fi 
of God, is thefcare of offer optic 
ding God; in whichregardſ ther 


| is perfetly filiall ; The goof with 


child is afraid of diſpleaſinſpuni 
his father, though he wereſu choy 
notto be beaten; whereas, th any | 


than 


m__ 
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lf [not of diſpleaſure : Out of this 
ay4| deare awe to his father 1n hea- 
bg ven, the truly regenerate trem- 
atly| bles ro be but tempted; and 
DuY| yet reſolyes not to yeild ro any 
s, 18 aſſault ; whether proffers of 
hay! favour, or violence of batrery, 
t 1] all is one : The obfirmed foule 
aol will hold out, and ſcornesſo 
t 1 much as to looke of what co- 

lour the flagge is; as having 
anJ learned to bee no leſle affraid 
'eatſ of fin, than of hell : andif the 
fer option were given him , whe- 
ard} ther hee would rather ſinne 
podf without puniſhment; or bee 
alin] puniſhed without finne , the 
ſuf choyce wouldnot be difficult ; 
35, th any torment were morcealic 
ripe} than the conſcience of a divine 


m_—_— m—_——_—_ _ 
— ——__@w_— 


| 


n! diſplca- 
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diſpleaſure. It was good Joſephs 
;oſt queſtion. How ball I do 
this great wickedneſſe and finne 
a w_ God? Loitis theſinne 
chat he ſticks at, not the judge- 
ment; as one that would have 
feared the offence, if there had 
beene no hell: But, if it fall 
out that the renewed perlon(as 
it is incident to the moſt duri- 
full children of God ) bee, 
chrough a violent tencation , 
and his owne 1infirmity , mil- 
carrycd into a knowne finne, 
how much warme watcr doth 
itcoſt him, ere hee can reco- 
yer his wonted (tate ? what 
anxicty, what ſtrife, what rot- 
ture, what ſelfc-revenge, what 
ejaculations and complaints, 
| what 


—__ 
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what unrepining ſubjection to 
therod? I have. ſinned, what 
ſhall I do to thee , O thou preſer- 
ver of men; So [| haye ſeene a 
good natur'd child, that cyen 
after a ſharp whipping, could | 
not be quicted of ce had 
obtained the pardon, and eve- 
ned the browes of a frowning 
parent. 

And now, ( as it 1s with lit- 
tle ones , that have taken a 
knock with a late fall ) the" 
good .man walkes hcreafter 
with ſo much the more wary 
foot; and is the more fearctul- 
ly jealousof bis owne infirmi- 
ty, and finding in himſelfebut 
the very inclinations towards 


the firſt motions ofeyill , he is 
care- 


As 
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careful , according to that 
wholfome rule of a ftrit Vo- 


tary, ( Copitationes malas mox ad 


Chri 


bridges himſcIfof ſome part of 


himſelfe rather than laſh out; 
indced , rightreaſon teacherh 
us to kecp aloote from offen- 


adore : The ancient Almanmes 


holding their rivers for gods, 
durſt 


Chriſtum allidere, ) inſtantly to || ' 
daſh his new borne evill I 
thoughts againſt the rocke [| 
And henceforth, our of | 
a ſuſpicion of the danger of || 
exceſle, he dares not go tothe | 
| further end of his tether, bur || 
[in a wiſe and ſafe rigour, a- | 


that ſcope, whichhe might be | 
allowed to take, and will {tint 


Cm mm ——— 
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durſt not waſh their faces with 
thoſe waters, leſt they ſhould 
violate thoſe deitics: And the 


| Iewes were taught not to dare 
'to come neere an Idolatrous 
grove, though the way were 
'never ſo direct and commodi- 
' ous, No wiſe man howeyer 
'heemight have firme footing 
| upon the edge of ſome high 
rocky promontory , will ven- 
ture to walk within ſomepaces | 
of that downfall; but much 


more will his ſenſe and judge- 


| mcnt teach him to refraine |! 


from caſting himſclfe hcad- 


.| long (like that deſperate Barba- 


rien 11 Xenophon ) trom that 
ſtcep precipice ; The feare of 
God thcretore 1s a 


ſtrong re-| 


tentive 


__——_—_— __ —_ mm 
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tentive from ſinne ; nei- 
ther can poſſibly conſiſt (1n 
what-ſoever foule ) with are- 
ſolution to offend ; As then 
the father of the faithfull when 
he came _ Gerar, a _ 
City, could ſtrongly ar at 
thoſe heathens —_ - TWO 
from no wickedneſTe, becauſe 
the feare of God was not in 
that place; ſo, we may noleſle 
irrefragably inferre, where we 
ſeea trade of prevalent wick- 


ednellc, there can be no feare | 


of God: Wois me, what{hall 


I fay of this laſt age, but the|| 


ſame that I mult fay of mme 
owne? As this decrepit body, 
cherefore, by reaſon of the un- 
equall temper of humors, and 


the| 
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the defect of radicall moyſture 
and heat,cannot bur be a ſewer 
of all diſeaſcs; Soit is, ſoir will 
be with the decayed old age 
{| of this great body of KA 
world , gh want of the 
fearc of the ever-living God; 
Rivers of waters O God ſhall ran |, _ 
downe mine eyes becauſe men keep | :;6. 
not thy law. But what do [ ſug- 
e| [|gelt ro the obdured hearts of 
e | [| wilfull ſinners, the ſweer and 
gracious remedies of aloving 
e | [|feare? This preſervative is for 
children; ſturdy rebells muſt 
expe other receits: A frown 
1c | is an heavy puniſhment to a 
y,| | dutifull ſonne, ſcourges and 
n- | | ſcorpions are but cnough 
farebcllious vaſſall. I muſt lay 
ell before 


—_— 
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before ſuch , an bell of ven- 


eance; and {how them the 
rrible Topheth prepared of 
old, evcn that bottomleſle pir 
of perdition; and tell them of 
rivers of brimſtone, of a worm 
ever gnawing , of everlaſting 
burnings , of weeping, wal- 
ling, and gnaſhing, when the 
terrible Iudge of the world 
{hall come in flaming fire rcn- 
dring vengeance to them that|ſ|they 
know not God, and obey him|(too- | 
not; Andcertainly, if the ſin-|{ſhall. 
beare 


228. 


1 


T3 
UK) 
=» 


$331 


ner had not an Infidell in his 
boſome, the expectation of fo [time 
direfull a condition, to be in-|fſſhall | 
flited and continued upon ffdread: 
him, unto all eternity, with- nom 
out poſbibilicy of any inter-ſſthan « 


mailſs10n, 


—_ — 


- 0o-more be able not to feare, 
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milfion-, or of any remiſſion; ; 
were enough to make him rum - 


| made with feare; only unbe-/| 


lefe keeps him from a fra: 
tick deſpaire ,- and'ia ſuddety: 
leapinto his hell. ' Arid if the 
cultome--and deccir' 'of finne 
have wrought an -utcer ſcnſe- 
leſneſſe: ir | -thofe - brawny | 
hearts, I muſt leave them over 
to' the "wolall ſenſe 'of what | 
they will not fearc,-yea to the 

too lare feare of what they 
ſhall-nor bee able either to 
beare, or avoid. Certainly the 
time will come , when they 
ſhall be ſwallowed:up with a 
dreadfull confuſion ; and ſhall 


than not to bee; Oftentimes 


—_— Rm 


M even 


CPS 
— — 


— 


T he Remedie 
cyea in the midſt ofall their fe- cafe 
cure jollity , God writes bitter | TH@ 


things inſt them, ſuch as oe 
i. knees ta knock: to- wy 


gether,thairlips to wremble,cheir = 
recth to chatrer, theat hands to > 6 
ſhake,their hears to faile with-;,,,, 


in them , for the 
thei ſoules, Werg:they av in-fy4,. 
ſenſate as: cho earth it felfe, fs © 
' | Towch the mountaints end they; * 
ſhall ſmoke, ſaith the P/almift:L,9., 
The nountaints ſap ybee,anil they {yh 
trembled , ſaith Hah bacuc : But IS tc 
if their lege: be reſpiced, it ul. pe 
latk for their caſe; 4t doth buy NOre 
forbeare a! little that * maya. 
overWwhelme themet once Xt a 
ever ; Woe is mee for thorn: Inffrare 3 
how heavy and deplo POW nN 
| Ca 


> A — OO I p—_ 7 
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of libeny, loſſe-of goods, 
' who js i« that fearcs nor? Bur, 
alas, to ayoid theſe, men feare 
not to yenture upon the dif- 
| pleaſure of him whole anger| 
1s death, and who is able to 
caſt body and ſoule 'into hell 
fire : So wee have ſeenc fond 
children, that to ayoid a bup- 
beare haverunncinto fire, or 
watcr: So we have ſcen afſtar- 
ting jade, that ſuddenly flywg | 
from a ſhadow, hath caſt him- 
ſelfe into aditch; We can butf | 
mourne in ſecret for thoſe that 
have notearcs to {pend upon 
themſelves, and tremble for 
them that will nceds gnaſh. It 
thoſe that are tilchy, will be (Lf | 
thy {til ; If ſecure men will 
| ; | ſer | 


ſet up a:trade of {inning 3 e- 
"4 ood-hearr mill cake up 
N bs zeſalution 2'Bus: jo 
if- lf | di not 7, becauſe: of the: feare 
i of tbe Lard;. and theiptaſtice 
of holy Flabacuc.z..h yrembled 
in my ſelfe, that 1 might reſt in 
the day of | nts wy 8 = 
-| | mons good experiment, (w 
hee loved:to repeat) 'By zbt 
| |faare of | the Lord then 1 depart 
from. evil: for they fay_oneto 
- another as the Tfcinelian Ver» | 
{fon hath i, in Malathy ) The 
Lord hrarkeneth \anid*. heareth, | 
and how-date they; bow can 
they doc anulc ;inthat pre- 
ſence'? For as the- Saints lay, 


} 


| of "Prophaneteſſe, || 


after. theiSong of Moſes, and 
the SongoftheLambe z Great 
M 3 and 


Mal.3, x6, 


KT, 


| 'The Rewbatie- | 


{nnd maydellour are rby - worked, 
Lord God Almighhy : Inf and ae 
dre: thy wages. thous Fong 

P \Sarutr; . who ala: Frare this, 
men apcpn a ences ; yu vdou| 
is Ds 9k 


| "$a6r "Xth | 
l + Ws 
$4 Hord ho a 

h (8 te Tacks two'\\ nas wa 
akichdw> doe: wiling be 


{levereds:)-Wholoererasdue 
| jaffededwath a rue file f 
ofthe COPIES \canndciby 


tallureniems bedrawne to due 
{tha :awhich >: may :offend fo 


| _ cannot | 
dafficultits rye 
fo - _ that wheeh- may 


W bee! i! 


tt. 
= —__ 


—_— 


SI 3-o ©: 6 &. 3: EE 


'a 


cc. om." 
bee p = ſo 
majeſty 1 
_— re Cod, cures 
parciall to any w 
Foc bot, -cannot-'bee rr 
© mNocence; managing that 
ſword - whetewith hee: 1s Il 
muſted , [5-45 God hiruſelfe, 
if he were upop canh; would 
doeir;forthe glory of his owne 
juſt mereicy: The Meſſcnger 
of God that feares-bitn- on 
whoſe errand hee dares 
not; catwnoteither ſryother his 
meſl c,orexceedit;hewill, 
be muſt lifruphis voice like a 
triiempet, andrell Hſracd of her | 
ſires, and Tadahof hee tranſ- 
greſſions ;-wot- fearing * faces, 
not e ſparing offences, -- The | 


Ke that = 


M 4 ordi-| 


A ——. 


|-hce: dares] not proſtitute. his 
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ordinary Chriſtian that feares 
: God, 'dates not; cannot; i but 
-make- conſcience , of: all - his 
waycs; lie dares noi defraud or 
te for an adv C ,zhe dares 
-not ſweate falſely for a world, 


body t@ whatſoexerfilthineſle, 
'he daresnotoppralle bis infe- 
ziours; he darcg nei! turn away 
his ownefacc from-the pooxe, 
mucheflc dares;!þce grind 
theirs - Jo onc whrd; he dates ff the 
ratheri:dy that:»l4pne ; And! Lot, 
contrary; ' what Þlockes' fog-IY of i 
yer: danire layes:11) bis: way; Hy 
(fince bis God, calls bimforthF here 
to thixeOmbar) ;heicannot;butÞ tion 
bid bartell to hig@wacrebelli-J is ali 
ous corryptions , -and offer. aff glop; 
| __ deadly! 


Me. 4 ile. dine 
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—— 


deadly violence to his evill and 
corrupt afte@ions,z and enter 
the liſts withall the powers of 
darkttefle,refiſting unto bloud, 
and willingly bleeding,thathe 
may: @vercome,:; Who now 
would-not be in love withthis 
feare? O feare the Lord yee 
bis Saints, hee that feares him 
= /ball-lacks nothing ; The Sunne | Mal4-+ 
ll ariſe unts 
bim with healing in his wings ; Io | 
the gaeanc time, the ſecret of the | Pi1l-5 
| Lotd 5 with bit; The Angells <S 
of the. Lord are ever about him ; | 
; Huy ſoxle ſhal dwell at eaſe | Plalzy.:; 
here below; and above falya- | 
tion1s;neare unto him ; yea, he 


M-J is alceady feoffed of life and 


Pſal. 34. 9. 


Plal.$5.10 


P:0.19.35 


SreT. 


— —— 
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Now, ay forme carefitl} Piles, 

that rakes upon him ro di- 
ret a difheule ſea-paſſage , | 
which his long and wary ob- 
ſervation hath diſcoveredgdoth| 
not content: himmſelfe to- ſteere 
aright courſe, in his owne ye 
ſcll, and to ſhow the ettinent 
ſea-markes a farre off, Biit tells 
withall, what rocks, or ſhelves 
lie on either {ide of the than- 
nell, which, uponthe leaſt de- 
viation, may indangetthe'pal-Fi 
ſengersz So muſt we ds; here;} 
Having therefore ſufficiently 


' declared wherein this feate of lens j 


reth 


— 


Fw conſiſteth, what it requi- 


————_ —— _ pry ———— — 
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reth oft18, and hom it ts > 
and expreſſed by us /it remay. 
neth, that we tonch at thoſe ex. 
retnes; which o#1 both ſide, | 
5s ee carefully avoyded; 
| Theſe are, Secttity,” and Pre. 
futmptioty on the one hand; on 
the other, Vicious fearc, It was 


the word ofthe wiſe man, yea, 


man that feareth alway; | * 
nt he that bardnerth his beart,/Þ.ult 
fall into Wiſthiefe; 'Lo in © du- 
HY red ſecurity is Propoled ro: 
-Yfeare, both in the Nature and 
ſſueofitt Feate Interierates the 
heart, rriaking it fir for all graci- 
ous imptefſions feevtiry har- 

| It,'ind renders It unca- 
-fpable of good: fears ends m 


happineſſe, | 


rather of God, by him, Flay Prov, 28, 


_ 


| happineſſe, ſccurity-1n ad cvita- 


| foftens the-wax; itis-heat tha 
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ble miſchicfe, And theſe two 
though comcrarics,: yet ) ariſe 
m the ſame cauſe contranly | ran 
applycd : Like as-,the ſamc [49a 

Sunne hardens the clay, atd 
of 'f 


doth both; caufing drynefe infff in e4 
the one., and a diſſolution iff mor 
the other. : Even fo the ſamd] good 
beames of divine mercy m 
the good. heart into. .an_bolff bear 
ſcare, ( Great 1s thy mercy tha T he; 
thou mayit be feared) and haty them, 
denthe wicked beare - in aſtat /ba// 
of ſecurxy. ;-For ,; yppn..thE Our | 
goodnelic ot God 0 MenDoty an ex; 
1 giving and forgiving,do maſpores, 
grow ſecurely evil, and rebeleth; Ii 
ious to their God z as being Ambro 


—_—__— —— . 


| 
| 


V 


a-£l | apt to ſay; 7 have faned,and what 
roll | barme hath happened unto mee ? 
iſcy}| faith Sirarides : Lo even forben- 
ly rance obdureth, Becauſe ſentence 
ne |4gainſ an evillwork, is not exe- 
ndſ| cuted ſpeedily, therefore the heart 
"2 of the ſounes of men is fully ſet 
+108] in them to do evill : How much 
wh more do the riches of Gods 


ac goodnes which are the hocteſt 
1 of that Sun, when they 
olyy bear directly upon our heads ? 
ha T he eaſe of the ſample ſhall lay 


hat them,and:he proſperity of fooles 
tat /ball deſtroy them, faith Salomon ; 
.th& Our Pray tells us, -that 
ot an extreme heat thuts up thoſe 
mc pores, which amodcrateo 

belfeth ; It was aſore word of Saint 
civ] Ambroſe ; that no man can at 
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Ecclus,s, 
4, 


Eecleſ. $1 
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Prov.tu33- 


ONCE x 


conform.$ 


Proy, 3©. | 
9. 


Tit. Livi- 
us, 


fn 


the worlde: Nenher canl 
iallow that obſervation of a 
agen Votary ; chat che Di- 
of conſolarion (as he calls 
them ) are more fubcile', and 
more pernicious, than thole of 
tribulation; Nec ſo muchper- 
hap ry nacure, as for 
party they find in ourown 
breaſts: The wiſe man could 
ſay ; Leſt} bee fall and deny thee, 
and arke, whois ;he Lerd? Even 
very heathens have beone chus | 
jcaloutly conſgous of their 
owne dlpalition; So as Cond 
lu when upon ten yeeres fiege 
he bad taken the wealthy city 
Vezes, could pray forſome-miſ- 
hap 10 befall himlſelfe , and, 


Rome, 


if. 
ad | 


ne,'n 
— 
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Rome, to t© fo great an 
happivefſe. This is that ——" 
Gregory the great, upon his ex- 
altationto that 


himſelfe : that bis inward fall 
was no lefle than his ourward 
rayſing's . and that his dull 


wy ith thoſ orall 

with choſe terparall oc- 
caſtons: Andforely , ſoir will 
be , if-rhere be not a ſtrong 
gracc wahinus, to ſeaſon our 


|profperity. 


That which the Hiſtorian 
obſerved 'in the courſe of the 
_-_ O—_— 

icacy and animoſity ; that 
pine, quarll and yaſtation 


warre ; and from thence 


growe 


our, 
dothſomuch complaine of, in | 


grown ftu- 


ad &y 


rem 
Qta &e, 


Gr 


127, 


Trifarius 
rerum cur- 
ſus, Abun 
dantiz, 
Indigen- 
tiz,lem- 
peranuz ; 
ex abun» 
dantiaani. 
mopratas 
&c.Þ:ſcic. 


temp, in 
An. 1404. 


Us 


_ 
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wes poverty ; is-no- leſle 
at in v6 ues fr ſtate of 
the ſoule; If we be rich and 
high fed,we grow wanton, and 
ſtomackfull; and apt to. make 
warre with heaven, tilliwe be 
raken down againe with: aftli- 
tion : Thereupon , 3t-38 that 
the wiſe and holy God, hath 
found it ſhit needfull'to ſauce] 
our contemments: with ſome| 
mixtures '-of forrow; and 10 
proclaime the lubile .of our| 
mirth and freedome, upon the] 
ſad day of 'expiation-« TheY|1 
man. after Gods owne heart 
could fay , In my: profþerity 1 
ſaid,l ſhall ne'ver bz moved ; but 
the nexryechearcis, T bou didfi 
hide thy face, and ] was _— 
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and this trouble he 


F| oderflowing ſcourge ſhall paſſe 


_ 


profeſles 
to have beene for his good, 
without theſe mect tempeta- 
ments , worldly hearts runne 
wilde , andcan ſay with the 
ſcornfull men, thatrule in le- 
ruſalem ; We ha've made a cove- 
nant with death, and with hell are 
wee at agreement ; When the | 


thorow , it ſhall not come to us, 
for ve have made lies our re- 
fuge, and under falſhood bave 
wee bid our ſelves: yea ig a ſtout 
inſolence, as the Propher lere- 
wy expreſſes it ; They belie the 


Eſay.2$ 


lets 5, 12* 


Lord, and ſay, it is not be , neither 
ſhall evill come upon us ; nexher 
ſball-we ſee ſword,or famine. Net- 


ther yet is it only the abuſe of 
ES: N _ Gods 


OO" I "I ©. AM. 
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Gods long ſuffering and boun- 
ty thar produccth this ill habit 
of ſecurity , and hard-hcarted- 
neſle ; a eſpecially , a cu-J 71,, 
ſtome of ſinning : Oft treading 
hardens the path; the hand 
that was at the firſt ſoft, and riſdi, 
tender , after it hath beeve in- iron 
ured to worke, growes braw«ffl,;..... 
ped , and impenetrable. Wee. 
have heard of Virgins, which 
at the firſt, ſeemed modeſt ; 
bluſhing atthe motions of an 
honeſt Jove; who being once 
corrupt, and debauched, have 
grown flexible to cafie intrea- 
tics unto unchaſtity, and fromſ;e.. 
thence, boldly laſcivious, fo as 
to Tolicite others, fo as to . 
{truce themſelves to all com- 
| mers, 


_—— 


rene, 
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mers, yea(as our Caſwſts com- 


plaineof ſome Spanilh Stewes) 


to an unnaturall filchineſle. 
That which our Canonifts ſay, 
in an other kind, 1s too true 
here, Cuſtome can give a lu- 
riſdietion; necicheris there any 
ſtronger law than it : The con- 
tinued uſe then of any known 
nfie, be it never ſoſmall,gives 
(as Gerſons phraſc 1s ) a ſtrong 
habituation; and, thoygh it be 
atrue rule, that babitslo only 

cline, nor compell, yet the 
nclination that is wrought by 
bem, 1s fo forceable, | It 
lifters little from violent : 
Surely ſo powrefull is the ha- 
dit of finne, bred by ordinary 
ractiſe , as that it takes away 
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Martin, 
Vivaldus 
in Cande- 
| Jabro 

in Cap d*: 
Cont. fl, 


Vivald. 4. 
parte in 
30. 


Habitus 
inciinant, 
non £co- 
gunt, 
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the very ſenſc of {inning , ſo as 
the offender now knowes not 
that he doth the very act of {in 
ſomeccvill; much lefle thar he eaſe 
ſinnes,andoffends in doing ut; pr 
and now the hcartis all turned _. 
dead fleſh, whether too good, ſou 
or ill : there 1s notthen a more] Pun 
dangerous condition incident] YED 


intotheſoule of man,than rhisſ}| ®the 


of ſecurity z; it bars us of the ca © 7 
paci y good, that may befſ| BY 
wr upon us, it expoſes us full 
to thElicecſle of all tentations,ſ]| <2r© 
it drawes downe the heavic{t}|*% 


of Gods judgements upon out 
heads ; ut defies juſtice , it re 
jets mercy, it makes the heat: 
Gods Anvile, (which the har 
der it is ſtruck, the more re 

h bounds 


— 
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bounds the blow) but the de- 
vills featherbcd ,. wherein hec 
linkes, and lyes ſoft, at free 
eale ; neither would that evill 
ſpirit wiſh for any more plea- 
fn repoſe ; it flatters the 
ſoule with an IT im- 
punity, it ſhifts off neceſſary 
vengeance :. Laſtly, whiles 
othe diſpoſitions Jobut yeild 


to an hell,” this: znvites it, ' 


By how couch wo-| 
full it is , b 7 Bs 
49, mu id 
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SECT. XIV. 


JF we care forour ſouls then, 


wee ſhall conſtantly 


meanes to keepe 


quent meditation. upon the 
judgements of God, attending 
{1nncrs : itis the Apoſtles owne 
preſcript; Let us have grace, 
hereby we may ſerve God accep- 
tably, with reverence and godly 
'feare ; For our God is a conſuming 
| fire, Could wce bur ſtoop 


'downe a little, and looke into 


we {hall zealouſl our 
ſclyes to prevent fear 
evill ; which ſhall bce done, if 
uſe all 
the heartren- | 
der ; whereof the firſt is, Fre- 


thith 
thoſ, 
to ke 
and 

obſe: 
want 
our © 
it be 
her) 
ends 


DUTNE 


ufily 
he re 
he Ju 


woulc 


ow fi 
unate 


deg fc 
mould 
hell, wee ſhould never comeh ony 
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thither ; the apprehenſion of 
thoſe rorments would be ſure 
to keep us from ſmnang , and 
,, and impenitence; It is a true 
r Yoblervation of Cyril, that the 
h want of belecte is guilty of all 
it Bour obdurcdneſſe ; for ſhould 
it be told thee, (ſaith that Fa- 
ther) that a ſecular Indge m- 
ends to doome thee to bee 
burned alive to morrow, how 
pufily wouldſt. thou imploy 
he remaining, time to prevent 
ce, the judgement? how cagerly 
e-Iwouldſt thou runne about, 
dyÞbow ſubmiſlively and impor- 
ingSunately wouldſt thou ſuc, and 
opſbeg for pardon, how readily 
tofwouldeſt thou poure out thy 
mefmony to thoſe friends , that 
hf N 4 how 


Cyr. in 
Lev.lib,g 
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ſhould purchaſe it: ? and why 
wouldeſt thoudo allthis ; but 
| becauſe thou doubteſt not of| | he 

the rruth of the report? Were| || hai 
' our hearts no lefſe convinced|f| do 
| of thedeſignation of- an ever-|ſ| len 
laſting burning to the rebelli-\F| fire 
ous and impenitent, could we|fſ| rep 
leſſe beſtirre our ſelves ? To 
this purpoſe alſo it will much 
conduce that we meditate of- 
ten of our owne. frailty and 
momentanyneſſe; no cvill can 
faſten upon the ſoule of that 
man , that hath death ever be-\| ſit; 
fore his eyes; Thar father ſaidF|. gro 
well , he eafily contemnes all F| adn 
things that thinks to dicevery| 
day; Theſervantthatſaid, my 
maſter deferres his comming,| 
was 


= - ST —_ kad... Mts. th. 
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was he. that revelled in the 
houſe, and beat his fellowes ; 
he durſt not have done it, if he 
had ſecne his maſter at- the 
doare: No whit leſſe preva- 
lent a remedy of ſecurity is a 
firmercſolution of the ſoule ro 
repcll the firſt morions to what 
foever finne, whoſe nature(as 
experience tells us) is to gather 
ſtrength by continuance; com- 
monly all onſers are weakeſt 
in their beginnings, and are 
then moſt eaſily, and ſafely rc- 
liſted ;- Cuſtome can never 
grow where no action will be 
admitted to make a precedent: 
Itis well oblerved by that lear- 
ned Chancellour of Parsthat 


lome filthy and blaſphemous | 


cOgt- 


| 


i. — — 


| 
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ones fos- 
dz,blaſ- 
phemz, 
noxiz, 
pots 
vincunrtur 


- CONE m- 


nendo, . 
quam re- 
ſpenden- 
do, Gerf, 
de pr. 
cept. 
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cogitations arc better ay 
come by contemning them, 
than by anſwering them ; If 
either way they bee repulſed, 
the heart is ſafe from ſecurity: 
But, thirdly, if we have becne 
ſo farre overtaken as to give 
way to the perpetration of 
evill, ourcare mult be towork 
our hearts to a ſpeedy re- 
novation by repentance ; If 
ſinne have ſeized upon the 
ſonle, it may not ſenle there; 
this 1s that which will elſe work 
a palpable indiſpolition : Let 
a fnife be wet with the ſtron- 
geſt agua fortis, and preſently 


I es 


|yet 


| change; 


wipe dry againe, the metrall is 
ſmooth, and bewrayeth no 


but, if that moiſt fire 
| _be 


— - -  — 
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bee ſuffered to reſt upon it a 
while, it cates mto the blade, 
| $| and leaves behind , fome deep 
notes of corroſion ; It is de- 
lay in theſe caſcs that breeds 
-| | the urmoſt danger; Let a can- 


f| [| pecdily rekindled at the next 
- | B| lame,neither is theſcent offen- 
- || ded, nor the wick unapt to 
[f| | be ſtrait-way re- inlightned ; 
e| || ſtay but a while, the whole 
| $| roome complaines of the noy- 
k | || ſome ſmell, and nwill coſt per-| 
t| || haps much puffing, and dip- 

ping In , Erc K CanTECO- 
ly | J| ver the loft light. That which 
is| | Salomon adviſes in matter of 


o| [| ſuretiſhip , we muſt do inthe 


>| [| dlethatis cafually put our, be| 


re caſe of our {inne ; ſpecdily ex- 


| 


tricate 
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tricate our ſelves, and give no 
ſleep to our eyes till we bee 
frecd from ſo dangerous anen- 

ement. Morcover, unto 
theſe, it muſt bee our maine 
care, not to give any check to 


the conſcience, upon whatſoc- 


| ver occaſions : That power 


hath as a keene fo a tender 
cdoe, andeaſic toberebared; 
a that dictates ro a man 
ſome duty, or the refraining of 
ſome doubtfull action, he that 
diſobeyes it, makes way for an 
induration ; for when that fa- 
culty hath once received a dib- 
couragement , it will not be 
apt to controulc us inevill; but 
growes into a carcleſſeneglet 


of what wedo, or omit; and 
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ſo dedines to an utter ſenſe. 


= = — 


' malt bee carefull to have our 
conlciences duly regulated by 
the infallible word of God, fo 
muſt wee be no leſle carefull 


our conſcience , in all our 
wayes: And thatallchcſe things 
may be performed with effect, 
we mult bee fure that weedo 
conſtantly obſerve all our ſet 
exetciſcs of piety,hearing.rea- 
ding, recciving the bleſſed Sa- 
 crament, prayer, and cſpeci- 


| whereby wee may come to 
eſpy our firſt failings , andcor- 


evill : One faid well , tharna- 
ture, 


is aA. 3. ot i.f Ann. bb ro Lon BR Ro. 


= \ 


leſſenefle ; As therefore wee. 


{till, ro follow the guidance of 


ally, ſtrict ſclfe examinarion , | 


þ 


ret our _ | gem to 
ai 
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| 


T he Remedie 


tute doth not more abhorre 
vacuity than grace doth idle- 
nefle ; now all theſe ; if they 
ſecme harlh and tedious to 
corrupt nature; yet tO the re- 
newed heart ( familiarly con- 
verſant mn them ) nothing 1s 
more pleaſing, and cordill, 
The Philoſopher could (ay, 
and tind,that vertuous ations 
arc delightfull ro well diſpeſed 
minds; in ſo much as it is defi- 


ned for the ſureſt argument of | 


a good habit fully acquircd, 
that wee find comentment 
and delctation in good per- 
formances. 


Laſtly, becauſe ill uſcd pro- 


ſperity 15 apt to obdure the 
heart, we muſt beſure to ſer-| 


> A— 


tle; 


s 
d 


J- 


of | [unable to yeeld true content- 


'K 
net 
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tlein our ſelycs a right eſtima- 
tion of all cheſc worldly things; 
which indeed, are, as they are 
taken: I may well lay of riches, 
.as the Tewiſh Rabbins had 
wont to ſay of their Cabala; 
with a good heart , they are 
goods otherwiſe they are no 


ter than the Mammon of 


iniquity : and indeed , worſe 
than want ; but at their beſt, 
they are ſuch, as are utterly 


ment to the ſoule ; they are 
que for uſe, ill for fruition ; 
they arcfor the hand to imploy, 
not for the heart to ſet up his 
reſtin : hereupon it1s, thatthe 
bolieſt men have ſtill both in- 
clined and perſwaded to their 


CON- 
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Ep. 24, ad 
Gilberrum 
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contempt: Thar great maſter 


of meditation applauded itin|f 
his friend , the Cardinal of 


Cambray, as the happicſt con- 
dition ; that all thele carthly 
and temporall things which his 


eyc beheld, were tedious unto| 


him: And Saint Bernard mag 
nifies in this name his dearc 
acquaintance, Gilbers, Biſhop 
of London , that even 1n that 
ſtate, he would live poore ; and 
the ſame Father would have 
his Monke to rake molt joy, 
and think himſelfe then wel. 
commelt, when the courſelt 
fare was ſet before him ; an- 
ſ[werable whereunto ( but þ 
yond it was the dict of // 


found 


tine arigorous Votary,who fot nally 


I an CO 
— 


cog. 


ets 
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| tcn ycares together, would eat 
n | nothing bur bread dipe in was 
f'flter, wherein wortwood was 
ſteepr; And of that other his 
tellow, who ſteept his.bread:in 
lye, that he. might eat alhes 
£ vith che Prophet.: 
'Y Notroruane: inta,.cxtremi- | 
ics , it 38: fure and:neceſſary | 
counſelt which the -Plalmi 
gives us to reſolve ;1f richer ins | price, 
creaſe,not to ſet our. hearss #poxt | '*: 
thews . ;. 10: account: them / no 
other than as good: helps , and 
HY needfull im pediments; and all 
worldly-contcatments ſuch, ae 


it wasa queſtion moved to the 
fo foundcr of- fome ſtrict deyor- 
onilts*, whether . chey _ 


wYJ-... O hugh 
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laugh with all their heart,and it 
is anſwered negatively; Non l5-$| can 
ces : And the devout Gover-fſ| cf « 
nour of the votaries of Clareval, | pilg 
could givecharge to his religi-£| 5ren 
ous; Non debet rotusmanducare:}| Bren 
and it is reported by the wrirerſſj ſom: 
of his life, if he heard any off farre 
his Dorter ſnorting in his oftþ 
ſkep, he would chide 't 
man, as ſleeping carnally , anc 
ſecularly. Sorely the world i 
and ſhould be the ſame toff ſhed 
them and us , who have nc 
leffe mpgaged our felves ro 

ptofeiled hoſtilny unro all the 
vanities thereof ; and have nc 


more ſhare m mT a 
pomps , eaſures of 34s of 
than che moſt aro Anacho{whol: 


rets: 


ID ———_— 


i _ 


rene 


f- of Propha neneſſe. 


rats: At! the belt, this earth 


i 

l;. | can beno other than our vally 
r-£| of reares, and region of our 
al, pilgrimage. Our Giraldur Cam- 
pi-f 5renfis tells us that his Saint 
re: Brendan, upon long and weari- 
rerf ſome travelt,, at laſt weat fo 
off farre, as to come+to the fight 


ofthe earthly Paradiſe : They 


lurelam; Never any mortall 
| nJeye( fincethe Angell brandi- 
! + eos there) could 
| ought worthy 

a Paradiſe , in -this inferiour 
{world , here is Purgatory e- 
Joough, and perhaps, ſomechell 
Jabove ground: But if, as Orte- 
ity/w of late held, that all the 
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may, that liſt; believe it, but | 


the name of | * 


Awhole carth- was , ac the firſt, 
O02 Para- | 
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Paradiſe , any man ſhall now! ſhi 
think chat any part of it is ſoff ha 
ſtill, I (hall pitty him; andff} ſec 


think him worthy the plcaſure | 
of theſe carthly rorments : For 
us, if we would have our ſoules 
fafe, wee muſt learn with theff 
bleſſed Apoſtle, fo to uſe the 
world,as if we uſed it not, anc 
ſtrive to atraine to the equable 
temper of that holy man} 
wholc. face was neither dark- 

ned with ſorrow nor ſmoothed eſtar 
with laughter, as well know. whe! 
10g, that what affection ſoevaf or of 
the world wins of us, is loſt un the w 
to God, Thus, if vc ſhall keel} We 7 
our ſelves carefully from-theſ inter; 
trade of ſinne, and from the{aſſur, 
falcination of the world, weely up 


GO ——— 
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(hall be ſure that our hearts 


will 

fol! ſhall not thus be deaded with | 

nd} ſcclirity, 

arc | 

'O! | SECT. XV, 

les 

they) THe no leſſc dire, bur 
more active oppoſite to ho- 


ly feare , is Preſumption. We 
preſume when, out of an un- 
ÞJ juſt ſelfe-loye, we entertaine an 


| bigher opinion of our ſpiricuall 
eltace, than there is cauſe; | 
{| whether in reſpect ofthe way, 
way or of the end; Gods favour il 
un} the way, Salyation as the cnd: 
epi} We are apt to overwcene our | 
the intereſt in Gods fayour & our | 
th4aflured ſafety thereby ; c6mon-| 
wee ly upon a double ground, ci-! 
O 3 ther 
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ther matter ofeyent, or matter 
of ability : For, eichetwe mil- 
interpret faire cyents, as pled- 
ges of happincſle , and fafery , 
or, we miltake thoſe qualities 
for truc graces, which - 

ther mecre a nee; 
haps, no benerthan” 
nuries ; Milizons c 
carry both wayes; m 
fore ſo far from fem 
they go dancing row 
hell, It was the Rrong B 
which the jan levees ttt 
up *painlt all [ovemy's mena- 
ces , We will burnevneenſe to the 
Qacent of Heaven , and pour: 
out drinfodfferines to ber, as wet 
have done , we and our fathers, 
nr Kinzs and our Princes, in the 
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er | (ityes of Judah, and in the ſtreets 
iſ.. Yof [oruſalem : For then, wee had 
»d-Blenty of biftuals , and were wel, 
y ; and ſa'v no evil. Had their belly 
ee Shane their God,the argument 
xd well; chat deity is 
' with ſtorc of cares, 
30d, many tumes, 
iles ſends Jean- 
ul hearts know 
neaſure felicity , | 
Wluence of what 
Fes them; and that 
= them moſt, which 
wes molt contentment to 
heir ſenſe, and appetite; wher- 
if their deſires be anſwered, 
&y are foone tranſported 
om themſelves; and now, can 


no other thag the great ia- 


O 4 vounites 
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ther mattcrofeyent, or matter 
of ability : For, eichetwe mil- 
interpret faire cyents, as pled- £ lent 
ges of mn , and ſafery , N«n4/ 
or, we aliſtake thoſe qualities, N been 
for truc graces, which are ei- {bad 
ther mecre appesrances,or per- {| belt | 
haps, no benerthan very enor- Your tl 
mities; Millions of men mil- Yeven 
carry both wayes; and are ther. Yac{le 
foreſo far from feare, as thatYoot | 
they go dmcing towards their 
hell, ft was the Rrong Bulwark 
which the an levees Tet 
up paint all [overmy's mena- 
ces , We will burne incenſe to the cl 
Oacens of Heaven , and poure 
ot drink-dfferinss to her, as wee 
have done , ve and our fathers om! 
nr Kings and our Princes, in the be nc 
Cites 
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(ityes of Judah, and in the ſireets 
of Ioruſalem : For then, 'wee had 
plenty of viftuals , and were wel, 
7 ; nd ſa'v no ell. Had their belly 
s,  bcene their God,the argument 
5 bad held well; chat deity is! 
x. belt pleaſed with tore of cares, 
r. {but the crue God, many tunes, 
if. Yeven wich Quailes ſends Jean- 
+. Ynclle : Carnall hearts know 
atyoot hovy tro meaſure felicity , | 
ir out by the affluence of what 
rkImolt plcaſes them; and that 
ſetfipleaſcs them moſt , which 
a-figives molt contentment to 
he cbcir ſenſe, and appetite; wher- 
e010, if their deſires be anſwered, | 
peeiehey are foone trapſported 
rs, om themſelves; and now, can 
;b {be no other than the great fa- 
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| why 


ſtrong , his heart is lifted up ; 

Could not a Cenſer fit 
; him no lefle than a Scepter ? 
The great Dragon of Egypt, 
when hce hath licn at caſe a 
while, in the ſwolne waters of 


my owne, and 1 bha've made it for 
my ſel/e : and, whois there that 
harh fiſhed fucceſſefully'in this 


ſea of the world , but is ready 


and ſaycs within himſclfe, Had 
[not beene ſo-good, I had no! 
ſped ſo well; Ournaturaliſt 
truly obſerve, that the mo 
poyſonous flyes are bred in the 
ſweeteſt -friit-trecs ; So arc 


—— — — ——_— —— 


the 


vourites of heaven. If Oxgiab 
once feele himſelfe growne 


his Nilus , Can ſay , M3 river is 


to facrifice unto his owne netsf 
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theſe moſt dangerous pre- 


pineſTe of condition: Ler an: 
AmalckinithAgag be but lictle 
made of, he comes in delicatc- 
ly and ſayes; Surely the bitter- 
neſſe of death it o'verpaſi;, when. 
'a King hath beene indulgent, 


all is fafe ; there may be hope 
of my crowne; there can bee 
15 no dangerof my head. Heres 
upon it 1s, that(asthole whoſe 
| heads are laid upondowne pil- 
lowcs , -are not apt to heare 
j noyle }) the over-proſperous 
have their cares precluded 
againſt all chreats of perill, all 


lurptions in an outward hap-| 


a Prophet will not be bloudy :| 


I Sany.15, 
3%. 


J thinking they neither necd to 


_ counſells of rcformation ; as| 


with 


"—_— 
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wilh themſelves better, Ranges 


they applaud themſelves ( as 
the only darlings , they looke 
overly and ſcorntully upon the 
meaner eſtate of others, and 
paſle deep cenſures upon the 
adverſicies of their ——_—_ 
neighbours; as if they could 
norkeoill,if they were not (o; 
Isb cannot bee aftlictcd if hee 
werenot an hypocrite; Doth 
the Towerof Silve, like fome 
dreadtuil patall , overwhelme 
eightcenc Citizens of Jers- 
falem? they 'were mare hai. 
nous ſinners than their fel- 
lowes; Dotha Viperſere 

on Saint Paxls hand ? Donbr- 
kefſe, this man is a murtberer, 


feare being worle. And whilcs | 


whom 


—_— 
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whom Tengeance would not ſuf- 
fer to live : Thus the vane 
hearts of ſenfuall men are car- 
ricdwiththoſe outward events, 
which God nceyer mcant for 
the diltmction of eithcr love, 
or hatred; T hole that arerich 
_ proud —_—_ 

ir rmagmary wealth ther 
ſtrong City ; which they pleaſe 
themſelves in thinking a«m- 
pregmable; andas fooliſh Mi- 
cab argued a neceſlicy of Gods 
faturebcneficence to him, by 
thepood that he had done ,. in 
procuring a Levite to bis 
Prieſt 1 A theſe flatter chem- 
ſelves with atv. aſſurance of! 
Gods preſcnt favour, by the 


benefics which God hath 


| ſhowred 


C——— 


The Remedie 


| {ſhowred downe upon them ; 


wherein it falls out oft, as u 
did with the riflcrs of Semira- 
mis his tombe; who, wherethe 

expected to find the richel 
treaſure , met with a deadly 
poylon. Neither is it cafie to | 
know whether that other pre-/ 
ſumption of abilities be not at | 


gerous; T p_ Angell of | 
the Church of Laodices could | 
ſay , | amrich andincreaſed with | 


goods, and hae need of nothing, | 


blind , naked : How - many 
have wee heard to boaſt of 
thoſe graces, 'whereto they 


becne perfect ſtrangers? How 


have 


leaſt equally frequent and dan- & 


not. knowing that hee was || 
wretched, miſcrable, poore, || 


: 


' 


| 


bur 
fanc; 


ly 
= 
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have. wee knowne ſome that 
| have pretended to no leflc 


Hlumination than Piſanue rc- 


ports of lobn' of Alverne. 


who in arapiure was elavated 
above eycry creature, and his 
ſoule ſwallowed up in the 
abifle of the divinity; when it 
hath beene, indeed, nothing 
bur a fanaticall illuſion : 
How ordinanly do wee find 
men challenging no meane 
ſharcina lively faith, ſpirituall 
joy, fervent zeale, true ſan&i- 
| Ys when in the meane while, 
they have embraced nothing 
bur the clouds of their owne 
fancies, inſtead of theſc heayen- 
ly graces; and, by this mcanes 
have {tript themfelyes of the 


: 
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poſſibility of thoſe holy ver-|Þ| | n+ 
rues, which they falſly ſoared ha 
in themſelves : for who can [of 
careto ſeeke for that which he! | be: 
thinks he hath already? Men 
do notſo much covet, as arro- | | the 
gace ſpiritual gifts,Every £36 
kyabcan lay, which way wens the 
ſpirit of God from mee to fheaks 
unto thee ? and like a ſpirituall 
Epicure, can clap himſclie on 
the breaſt, with Soulctake th 

eaſe, thou haſt grace = ar 
layd up for many yecares: from 
this opinion of ſatiety ariſes a 
necellary carcleſneſſcof better 
indeavors, and a contemptu-! 
ous underyaluation | of the 
poore ſtock of grace in others ; 


Ir being commonly incident 


into 
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into theſe preſuming ſoules, 
that was of old wontto be ſaid 
of the Tartars , that they are 
berter myaders of other _— 
fleſſfions, than keepers o 
their owne : thoſe ccnfures 
then, which they ſhould ſpend 
upon their owne ſecret corrup- 
tions, they are ready to caſt 
the fecming enormitics 
-f their- nezghbours: And as 
if they would go contrary to 
hap es 6 ache. ok 
high minded,but feare; theſe men 
are high-minded and feare 
—_ 
The way leades to the end, | 
the preſurmprion of the way,to 
the preſumption of the end : 
over-weening and ns, eu” 
® 
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|'of an undue ſalvation. Good 
| God, with -what confidence 
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AE 


of grace, to an oyer-reckoning 


have | heard ſome, nat over- 


j had neither danger nor d 


conſcionable men, talke of the 
-aſlurance of their heaven ; as 
ifthe way thither wereſo {horr, 
and fo plaine, that they could 
not mille it ; as it that paſſage 


culty; as 17 ut were but a rc-|if 
move from the Lobby to the 
-great Chamber , whercin they 
can neither erre, nor fall : Here 
need no harſh exerciſes ofmar- 
tification,hercare no mildoubts| 
.of Gods deſertions ,..no ſelfc- 
conflicts, no flaſhcs of rreubled 


 conſciences,: but all faire andman 


ſmooth ; Haye they flined, lay, 1 
| the! 


— —_—_— __ — 


— 
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g| {| |the fcore is crofled by their 
d| F [ſurety 3 have they forfeited 
<< | I [their foules, their ranſome is 
r-\F\payd ; is juſtice offended, 
nc | | mercy hath ſatisfied : Shore 

ly, they have by Aceſius his 
fc, F/ ladder climbed up- into hea- 
ld/F| ven, and ſtollen the fohe of 
3 the Book of life, and found 
- | their name there ; and: who 
c- || can obliterate it ? I cannor 
1e| fl forger a bold word, which ma- 
- ny yeercs. ago , Þ heard fall 


from a man whom I concei. 
r-Eved not to have had 

ty extraordinary reaſon of corn- 
(c-Y fidence ; If I ſhould heare 
ed 3 God fay,, there ſhall but one 
1d man. be ſaved, I would firait 
d, Fay, That is 1, Lord. Surely 
he! P the | 


_— a 


———_— — —.— _ ts. At 
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the man 'was 1n good favout Ch 


— | 


| with humfelfe, in what rermes |{| eve 


ſoever hee ſtood with the || tes 
Almighty. - Nor- that 1 con-Þ ſu] 
demne : an holy . and well. row 
rounded refolation of our] ay y 
Pirituall eltate; I know whoſpertf, 


| hath charged us, ro give di-ſhapy 


ligencc ©: make our .callmp] mes 
and - election furc : Had itYont | 
not been at all ferfible ; ourIſteric 
wiſe and good God had notfhieks 
tasked. ouridiligence: with it ;Iſturd 
and, had m:been eafie, andftions 
Kama —_— even with-ſavyful 
png" LY n 
par 1900. cu have axle efeverec 
fected : Now, 2s pne faid-o ayes 
Evangelical Councels, J nat "Hi 
lay. of this high pitch offyio |} 
| | Chriſt - 


"Fr" 


—_— 
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Chtiſtianity '; -It is for for 
every- ran to mount lip this 
J| fteep hill of aſſurance; eyery 
-} Oule muſt breathe, and paric 
towards i; as he may; even 
#& Wee would and muſt to 
peffection : -hee is as tate a5 
-E happy, that' attaines it./ Give 
ng mees mary that hath- worne 
tJont himſelfe-whh @&firit av 
urffterity ; who by many ſeerer 
"ot bickerings hath maſtered his 
it;[ſturdy and rebellious corrup- 
ndftions, who 'in a trenibli 
th-lawfulncſle walks conftancly 
his' God®, keeping a 
efevere watch over all Sis 
 olfrayes, aſlidnous and fervent 


"Fr" 
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"his devotions ; Shotly, 
ho hath - (pen his time in 


P 2 heaven | 
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heaven before-hand : why 
ſhould I not - beleeve that 


God hath ſealed up to ſuch|{read 


a foule, an aflccurance of 
his future glory ? Some tran- 
lient atts. of- intcrpoſed 
doubting'may', . and will 
lance into the holicſt heart; 
ut, a formed habit of doubt 
falles not 'mo ſuch an 
eminence of grace : This 
is not a leſſon for every 
novice.to take out ; whoſc 
maiwe care muſt ever bee, 
to work out his ſalvation 
with feare and wembling, 
As for ſpirituall ſecurity ,| 
let him labour towards - it, 
as that which hee would 


4 —_—_— 
R_ 


moſt gladly compaſſe , but 


not 
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not brag of it coo ſoone, 
as that which he hath al. 


ready compaſlſed, 
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by ie 
SneT. EVE i: 


AS there 1s no diſeaſe in- 

cident into the body, 
for which nature hath not; 
provided a remedy , fo nel- 
ther is there any ſpiritual 
complaint incident into the! 
foule, for which grace af. 
fords/not a redreſle, | 
The way of the penerall) 
| cure 0: preſumption is,to take! 
a juſt eſtimate of our privr; 
ledges and abilities; and 0! 
work the heart to acrue ſeltc-! 


dejection , and humiliation, ||} 


LNCC | 


_—_— 


—— eo ————_— NY — 


under the mighty hand of| 
God; Particularly, becan ne- | 
ver —— upon thole aut. | 
ward commodities; that ſcri- 
ouſly conſiders how they arc; 
valucd by the owner, and gi- 
ver of them : Where are 
the moſt curious apd rich 
Pearles layd up, but in the 
mud of the ſca ? And what 
is the earth , but marſupium 
Domini, ( as Saint Malacby 
termd it of old; ) Godspurſe 
whercin he puts his molt pre- 
cious jewells, and mernalles; 
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And what baſer pecce hath 
the world, than this repoſi- | 
tory? And, if it pleaſe him to 
lay them out; how doth hee 


think them worthy to be be- 


P 4 {tow- 


Iob.ge 24» 


lobaz.s 
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ſtowed ; He fills the belly of 


I — 


the ungodly with bis bidden tres- 
ith the Plalmiſt; and, 
The earth 5 oiven into the hands 
of tbe wicked , ſaith holy Job! 
in his anſwer to Bildad ; nci- 
ther is it other that he ob- 
ſcrves in his reply to Zo 


phar, The Tabernacles of the! 


robbers profper , and they tht 
provoke God , are ſecure, in- 
zo whoſe hands God bring-/ 
«th abundantly ; How then 
can we eſtecme thoſe things| 
as pledges of favour, which 
God makes choyce to caſt 
upon enemies? which mere 
naturall men have contcm- 
ned, as not worthy their af- 
fectation or regard ? = 


— — ” 


deere ones with this thick 
clay, as himlſelfe tiles it ; 
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what ſcornc did thoſe na- 
ked Brachmanni ( the re- 
lation 1s fatherd upon Samt 
Ambroſe ) repell & profe- 
red gold ? And if at any 
time it hath pleaſed him, 
whoſe the earth is, and the 
fullneſTe thereof, to lade his 


and, to ſtore them with abun- 
dance, he doth it not with- 
out a further bleſſing of 
ſancification ; Some kinds 
of filkes there are that 
paſſe for delicate, with our 
great maſters of the palate, 
which yet , mult have the} 
dangerous ſtring in their 
backs puld out , cre they 


can 


| 


'can we account thoſe argu- 
ments of fayour, which rhe 
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can bce ſafely fed upon. 


Such is worldly wealch and 
roſperity z The wiſe and 

ly God plucks out their 
venome, when he will have 
them ſerv'd up for dainties 
wt his childrens table; Or 
if he find that the deceit- 
fulneſſe of riches will be 
apt to beguile good ſoules, 
he dcalcs -with them , as 
careiull gardiners are wont 
to do by thoic trees from 
which they cxpet fayre 
fruit ; abate the number of 
their _ as _ - 
ring they ſhould be good, 
re. full: Laſtly o Yomſs, mo. 


| 
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beſt have had fcaſt; Even the 
reat Lord of all the world, 
Ro heaven it [cifc was 
to0 ſtrajt,, when he would 
come down. ; and convcrſe 
with men , cculd ſay, The 
Foxes ha've boles, and the fowles 
of bea'yen ha've neſts, but the ſon 
of man hath net where to reſt 
his bead ; And whea the «ri- 
bute mony was demanded, is 
faine to ſend for ir, to the 
next filh : Shortly, wore out 
his few daycs upon earth, in 
ſo penall a way, that his ſor- 
rowes were read in his face; 
in ſo much as when he was 
but two and thirty yeares of 
age, the at, 1. could 
ſay, Thou art not yet fiſry, 
What 


QCu— 


A 
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What proofes of divine 
fayour then are theſe to 
preſume upon, which the 
worlt have, which the beſt 
want, which God oft-times 
gives in judgement, denyes 


1N mercy. 


— 
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"ou added to his Art, fo 
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T Here cannot bee a more 

lure remedy for prelum- 
tion- of abilities, than to 
take. an exaRt ſurvay of our 
graces, both of their truth, 
and degrees. Satan 1s a 
great impoſter, hee that was 
once an Angell of light, 
knowes how to ſceme fo 


ſtill ; when hec left ro bee 


an Angell,. hee began to bee| 


a Serpent ;. and his conti- 
nuall cxperieace cannot bur 


res 


| 
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as he knowes how to coun- 
terfeit graces , both in him- 


—O—— 


from true. 


perfection Mechanicall imi- 
tation hath attayned 3"what 


4 


tficrally countcrfeired,” both 
in the. colour and luftre, chat 
only: the ckilfull- Lapitary 
cari-deſcry it; Pearles ſo re- 


\ ther. the eye can diſtifiguih 


[precious ſtone: hath Nature 
yeolded, which is not: fo-at- 


| it, 


| 
| 


| 


ſelfe and his, in ſo exquiſite 
a faſhion , rbat it'is not for 
every eyc to diſcerne them} 
We ſee to what 


ſcmbled, thar for whitaneſſe, | 
deerneſle, ſmoothneſfe, :they || 
oo contend with the trne:; 
Goid-{o cunnitgly maltiply- 
ed'and tinctured;- that 'riei-! 
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ic, nor the touch, ſcarce- the 
crucible : So as Art would! 
c'i[ſeeme to' bee an Hamil, 
Ir || whoſe Gold is good ; whiles 
m || Nature's an Ophir, whoſe 
at \8| Gold is exceeding good: 
1-8] What marvell is it then, | 

crafry Spirits - cati make fo 
re [faire repreſentations of ſpitt- 
f- || tua} exceſlencics, as may 
> I well deceive ordinary judge- 
at [ments ?-- The Pythoneſle's 
ry Samuel was fo hke the true, 
e- [that Sar *adored . him for 
e, Mfch; And Tannes and Jambres 
ey | made ther wooden' Serpent 
6; £to crawle fo nimbly, and- 
ly-|£ bile fo fiercely, that till Moyes 
&i-| his Scrpent devourcd theirs, 
{h | the bcholders knew not. whe- | 


it, ther 
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ther were more formidable; 
Some falſe things ſeemc 
more probable than many | |an« 
truths; there muſt be there-|{[ bar 
fore much ſerious and accu-|fſ|the 
rate'diſquilition, cre we can|fſ| wor 
paſſe a true judgement, be-|ſ|owt 
ewixt apparent and reall gra-|F/iw in 
ces; Nenher would it aske|fl|by- 
lefſe than a volume to ſtate/F/ir-11 
the diflerences whereby we 
may difcriminate counterfeit 
vertues from. true, in all their 
ſevcrall ſpecialtics; they are 
faced alike, they are clad 
alike ; the markes ' are in- 
ward, and ſcarce diſcemablc 
by any but the owners eyes, 
In a generality, we ſhall thus 


deſcry them in our owne 


hearts 


rts 
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hearts: True e is: righe- 
bred,, of a Fen wet 
and” comes ; down from a- 
bave's. even 'frem-: the fa: 
ther of. lights.; Gods - fpiric 
wotking -vath , and by his 
own ordintinces , 

win-the ſoul, and feeds ir! 
by-the :ſame holy. meanes | 
ic- 13 wrought :. The coun- 
terfeit is - earth-bred , ari- 
ling from: mere nature, ouc 
of + the grdtnds of; ſenfuali- | 
alitie. Truc: grace » drives at: 
no other cnd-than the glory |. 
ot-ahc giver, and ſcornes to 
look lower than heaven : | 
The counterfeit aimos-at no- | 


[thing bur | vaine applauſe, 


or carnall advantage , not 


Q ca- 
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caring to. reackzar-inch above 
his own head.  '@: S'2 
True grace 1s apt to-crofle||rity 
the plauſibleſt :anclinations || day 
of corrupt nature, 'and chears'| like 
up the heart to a delibgrfull F|Car 
performance of all good du-'l forr 
ties, as. the beſt: paſtime. ig -1 
The counterfeit :is:'a \meerc'ſterfc 
paraſite. of fleſhly* appetite, ln | 
and findes no harſhneſſe,  louf 
bur- in holy devotions; True fuln; 
grace is. undantedly conſtant Fl gay] 
in all oppoſitiony and like a our 
well wrought vault”, is ſound 
much the ſtronger . by how. 
much more weight it un- 
dergoes$ This metall is pu- 
rer for the fire, this Eagle 
can look upon the hotteſt 
$unne: 


——— 
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Sunne: The counterfait ſhowes 
moſt plorioully in- proſpe- 
rity ; but when «the evill 
day commeth , it- looks 


'Wlike the ſkinne of a dead 


Camelion , naſty and de- 
formed, Laſtly, true gracc 


is beſt alone ; the coun: 


| terfeit is all for witneſles. 
ln briefe , if in a holy jea- 
Tlouſic of our own deceit- 


fulncſſle , wee ſhall pur 


dayly intcrrogatories to 


Your hearts, and paſſe them 
Funder ſevere examinations, 


we ſhall not bee in dan- 
ger to preſume upon our 
miſtaken graces z but the 
more we ſearch, the more 
cauſe we ſhall find of our 
Q 2 humi- 
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humiliation , and of an ay: 
full peogpinng of Gods 
Mercy, an 


thineſTe, 


our OWN UNyyOT- 
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upon ſalvation, 1s, in an 


our ſelves with the clearcly 
| 
ker; notprying into his coun- 
ſells, but atcending his com- 
\mands : Ir is a grave word 


| wherein the vulgar tranſlati- 


'on expreſſes that place of 
Salomon , Scrutator majeſtatis, 
 opprimetur 4 gloria; hee that 
ſearcheth- into majeſty, ſhall 
bee overwhelmed wah glory; 

Q3 Amongſt 


T He way not to prelume 
humble modeſty to content 


revealed will of our Ma» 


| 


' Pro,2g.29. 


| 
| 
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Amongſt thoſe fixtcene pla- 
ces of the Bible, which in! 
the Hebrew are marked with 
a ſpeciall note of regard; that: 
1s one, The ſecret things be- 


long unto the Lord our God, |ſ1 


but thoſe things which are re- 
vealed, helong unto us and to our f/1 
children for ever ; that wee may 
do all th: words of this Law. 
Wherein our maine care muſt 
bee , both not to ſever, in 
our conceit, the end from the 
meancs, and withall, to take! 
the mcanes along with us, 
in our way to the end : It 
is for the heavenly An 


els 
to climbe downe the d 


_ [der from heaven to carth : 
[r is for us onely to climbe 


| 
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a-|[|up- from earth to heaven : | 
in|{|/Bold men! what do we be-/ 
f/gin at Gods ctcrnall decrce 
$/of. our cle&tion , and thence: 
-|{|delcend ro the cffects of it 
in our cffectuall calling , in 
- f|our lively and ſtedfaſt faith, 
$lin our fad and fcrious re- 
ntance , .1n our holy and 
. [|unblameable obedience , 1n 
J|our unfailcable perſeverance; | 
Inf This courſe 1s ſaucily pre- 
poſterous ; What have wee | 
Jito do to be rifling the hid- 
{\den counſells of the High- 
elt; Let us look to our owne 
wayes: Wee haye his word 
- ” om that if wee _ 
:Jly beleeve , t, obey, 
perſevere , wee ſhall bee (a- 


| 2.31 
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mm. 


232 


y—_— —— 


| 


| bee ſurc not ta faile of the 
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ved; that if wee do heartily 
deſire, and cficually indes- 
vour, in the caicfull uſe: of 
his appointed mcanes, to. at- 


taine unto theſe ſaving diſpo- 
fitiang of the ſoule ,, wee ſhall 


ſuccefie; What riced wee to 
look any further, than con- 
ſcronably and cheerefully to 
do what we are cnjoyned; and 


faichfully and comfortably to! 
expet what hee hath promi-| 
ſed? Let ir beour care, not to| 


be wanting 1n the parts of our 


duty ta God; we are ſurc hee 
cannot be wanting in his gra- 
cious performances unto us: 
But xf wee in a groundleflc] 
concen of an clection {hall let 

; looſe 


d — 
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looſe the reines 
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to our f{infull 
dclires, and vicious practiſes, 
pon growing idle or un- 
able; wee make: divine 
mercy a Panderto ourunclcan- 
neſſe, and juſtly periſh in our 
wicked preſumption, 
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 Srer. XIX. 


Tr other extreame fol- 

lowcs: It may fſeeme a 
harſh word , but it is a true 
one ; that there may bee an 
evill feare of agood God; A 
feare of horror, and a feare of 
diſtruſt. That God, who is 
love it ſelfe , 1s terrible to a 
wicked heart ; Evenin the be- 
ginning, our firſt progenitor 
ran from the face of his late 
maker , and hid him in the 


thickets; Por it is a true ob- 


0 


ſervation of Tertulian, no 


WIC- 
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wickednefle can bee done 
without feare, becaule nor 
without the conſcience of do. 
ing it. Neither can any man 
flee from himſelfe, as Bernard | 
wittily : and this conſcience 
reads the tcrrible things that 
God writes againſt the fin- 
ner ; and holds the glaſle, 
wherein guilty eyes may ſec 
the killing frownes of the 
Almighty : Now offenſive 
objects cauſe the ſpirits to re- 
rire , as Philoſophy and ex- 
pericnce teacheth us ; where- 
upon followes a neceſſary tre- 
pidation in the whole frame 
of the body : And now the. 
wicked heart could with there 


| were no God; or (which is 


all 


—T 
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not power to 
ſelfe; and, finding that after 
all his impotent volitions , 
the Almighty will bee till 
and ever himfſelfe; he is un- 
ſpeakably affrighted ; with 
the expeRarion of that juſt 
hand , which hee cannot a- 
void : This terror, if (through 
the improvement of Gods 
mercy ) at the laſt iz drive 
the {inner to a true peni- 
tence , makes an happy a- 
mends for its owne anguilh; 
otherwiſe , it is bur the firſt 
flalh of that unquenchable 
hre , which is prepared for 
damned foules. In this caſc 
men do not-fſo much 


— - 


all one ) that this God had 
avepge him-| 


feare 


God, 
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God, as are afraid of him: 
and ſuch a torturing feare is 
never but joyned with heart- 
burning , and hatted : wher- 
in ſinners demeane them- 
ſelves to God, as they fay 
the Lawpray doth to the fiſh- 
ct, by whoſe firſt blow that 
filh is ſaid to bee dulled, 
and aſtoniſhed, but inraged 
with the ncxt , and follow- 
ing :: Wretchcd men | it is 
not Gods fault that hee is 
terribly juſt ; no, it is his 
lory , that hee is merciful- 
y terrible, Ic is not for me 
to ſay as Spalatenſs cites 
from Cyril , that thoſe who 
would not bce fayed, arc no 


lefſle bebolden to the boun- 


[4 ty 
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ys I ere: 


ty of the good God , than 
thoſe that are brought home 
to glory: I know and bleſle 
God « fur the difference; But 
certainely , God is wonder- 
fully gracious ( as hee is al- 
ſo infioicely juſt ) eyen to 
thoſe thar will needs in- 
curre damnation 3 having 
'tendered unto them many 
powerfull helps to their re-' 
pentance , which hee hath, 
with much patience, and 
longanimity expected. - That | 
God therefore is juſt, it is 
his owne praiſe, that hee is 
terrible , wee: may thank our! 
ſelves; for were it nor' for 
our wickedneſſe, there were 
nothing mn God , not infi- 
| nitely | 


_ W_— —_— 
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thing at all in Gods face, but 
ut | {| frownes, and fury; doth eye. 
r- ry beame of his gry eye 
l dart vengeance intothy foule? 
ſo as thou would faine 
cunne away from his pre. 
lence, and wooeſt the rocks 
| $] and mountaines to fall upon 
{]thee and hide thee from the 
light of that dreadful} coun- 
tenance ; cleanſe thy hands , 


nitely amiable :* Seeſt thou | 


then,” O ſinnefull man, no- | 


|eyes with the teares of 1... | 
[| contrition, and then look up, 
[| andrell me, whcther thou doſt 


J 
t | $[purgethine heart, cleare thine 
G 
F 


not fee an happy change of 
alpec , whale: thou canſt 
now diſcerne ought in that 


facc, 


> 
— 
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face , but a: glarious loveli- 
nefle, fathcrly indulgence, un- 
conceivable. mercy , ſuch as 
{hall raviſh-. thy foule with a 
divine love, with a joy unipeak- 
able and glorious. - 
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Eldome ever is the fearc 
of hoxror ſeparated from 
a feare of diſtruſt; which 
in the height of it.is that which 
re; for: yyhen the 
loule a pprebends a deep feare 
of Gods No lieion it cannot 
but | be-lled, wich. horrour, 
Now as the holy andwell mo. 
derated feare gives glory to 
God, in all his attributes, ſo 
this extremity of it affronts and 
diſhonours him in them all; 
but eſpecially, in his mercy, 
and truch.. In his truth, ſugge- 
fling that God will not make 
vood his promiſes; in his mer- 
R oy>| 


as. Y EI —_— 


Non fupe- 
rat bonit& 
rem des 


malitls | 
nals | Exceed bis 


Cyril.4u 
Lrvitl.g. 


| 


atly 
aotthe leaſt office and effeſ of - 
faith to feate, for tharit is laid _ 
by the Prophet Efay, He /ballf 144, 
fill chem with the ſpiris of rhe feart my 
of the Loyd : and againe, we are is ov 
| charged 10 worke out our falvaci-f gyg, 
01 With feare. Bur there cannot Mique 

fre ; 
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_ ſuggeſting that he cicher 
cannot, or will not, forgive 
andiſave;lt waz atrueoblerva- 


tion of Saint Hilary, that it is| || 


be an a& more: to 


faith,chen to feare diftruſtfully; (to py 
to deſpaire in fearing, none ſacrpt 


or our owne ſoules : For ſure- td 464 
ly, as Gril well,cbe wickedweſtÞ gc, 


| of 0uy offtnees ro God, cannot orh or 


roward ns, _ 


_ praiſe whereof from his,e 6z. 


CTcarure 


——— 


— —_— — 


— 


afeAs and efteerr 
» Bifhecares ogy 
Nd, ro bes dp- 


h 
[preliended oe pede 
hitſclf# tg @rvvile in the 


Foy adding v 
(tO Pprevent- GEES my ant gre, 
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wrong dane to God more pal. | w 
pable, then that which is done 
herein unto our ſelves; in bar- 
ring the gates of heaven upon 
our ſoules; in breaking open 
the gates of hell rorake them 


[in,andin the meane time ſri my 


ving to make our ſelves miſe. {| unt: 
rable, whether God: will. orff| grac 
no, And ſurely, as our experi. 12 re 
ence tels us concerning the cf conf 
ſtate of our bodily indiſpoſiciF ver | 
ons, that there is more frefſ (ene, 
quent ſicknefſe in- ſummery Tue « 
but more deadly in winter; (aff *®y Bc 
wie fide it here; other ſinnes$ 1 th, 
and ſpiricoall diftempers arg#%eyc: 
more common, -, but- this- 63 Neith 
ſtruftfull feare, and deſpaire off Dit, b 
mercy (which chils the ſoulg'reates 


| 


——  _- — 


vwit 


— 
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with a cold horror) is more 
mortall. For the remedy wher. 
of, itis requiſite chat the heart 
ſhould be throughly convin- 
ced of the ſuper-abundant and 
ever-ready mercy of the Al- 
mighty, of the infallible and 
unfaileable truth of all his 
gracious ingagements ; And 


;.# in reſpe& of both, be made to 
.& confeſle, that heaven can ne« 


© ver be but open to the peni- 


ce tent, It is a ſyycer word and a 


true one of Saint Bernard, In 
thy Booke O Lord,” are written 


nes 41 thar doe What they car, th: web | 


of] they cannot doe what chey ought; | 
{Neither doth God onely ad.- 


Mf mit, but he invites, buthe in- 6 


ouldfreates, but he importunes 


R 3 men | 


—_—_— 
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men tq be laycd 5 what cauld 
he dag mare, upleflc he would 
offer yiglence to the Willz| 
which. yware noother then to 
defiroy it, and {0 to undoe the 
beſt piece of his @wne work. 
manlhip4 lr js che way of his 
clecree, 4nd proceedings to 
diſpoſe of all things ſyvently; 
Neither is it more again our 
natuze, then his, to farce his 
owne 69ds; and when he ſecs | D. 
that fayre meancy vill nor] of P 
Vie te win 1s from death, | mor 
is pleaſed feclingly tp ber 
mone it, as his @wae loſle; 
Why will ye dye> O hanje of Lirach 
As forthe Gablemrurbh of bi 
promiles, it is ſq everlaſting, 
_ heaven aodecanh, intheirfl of 2 


Va-Y 


mn <> oo nn Cs at OG —— 
— 


yanilbing, ſhall leave ic ftan- 
ding faſt : His titleis, Amen, 
and faichfull is hc that hath 
promiſed, who will alls doe 
6| {| it: his very eflencecan no more 
i-| N| faile, then his word : He that 
is| | feares therefore that God will 
toll] be lefle then his promiſe, ler 
ls;/f| him feare that God will cealc 


url to be himfelfe, It was che mot. 


| | to of that witty and learned 
| DoRer Donne, the late Deanc 
I of Pawles, which 1 have ſcene, 
I more then once, written in 
I Spaniſh with bis owne hand, 
oY Bleſſed bee God thar bee is God, 

divinely, like bimſelfe : as the 
being of God is the ground of 


LO IS 
F 
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all his blefled adicriprions, 1o| 
} of all our firmitude, fafety J 
R4 CONn- | 


a A 
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conſolation ; Since the veracity 
and truch of God ( as" his 
other holy attributes j'are no 
other then his etcrnall ec 
ſence; Feare not therefore , 
O thou weake foule, that the 
Almighty can bee wantin! 


to himlelfe, in fayling thee; 
Hee is Jebovab, and his 


counſels ſhall ſtand; Feare 
and blame thine owne 
| wretched infirmities, bur 


\the more weake thou art 
in thy ſelfe, bee ſo much 
the tr-nger in thy GOD; 
by how much more thou 
art tempted to diflruſt, cling 
ſo mach the cloſerto the Au- 
chor and finiſher of thy ſalya- 


£10N. 


Th 
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Thus if wee ſhall hold an 
even courſe betwixt ſecurity 
on the one part, and horrour 
and diſtruſt on 'the other, If 
the fortified and exalted eyes 
of our ſoules, being cleared 


Ee: (rom all invvard and ambient 


impediments, ſhall have con- | 
Rantly fixed themiclyes upon 
the ever-preſent Majeſty of 
God; not without a ſpiricuall 
lightſomneſle, and irradiation, 
and therewith, an awfull 
complacency of ſoule in that 
glorious ſight, and from 
thence ſhall bee caſt downe|- 
upon our owne , vileneſle, 
cthroughly apprehending how 
much worſe then nothing we 


— 


—_ — 


arc, : 
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are, in, and of our ſelves, in 
the ſight of God, wee ſhall be 
| ay into a meet capacity of an 

oly and well mixcd feare; 
And, if. now, our hearts thus 


enlightened, (ball be caken up, 


with an inward adoration of 
the infinite power and great- 
nefle of GOD, ikeſted 
in the framing and ordering 
of this viſible world, and of 
the infinite goodnefſe ang 
mercy of G 6 D, ſhewed 
in the marvellous worke of 


mans redemption, and ſhall be 


carefull to expreſle this inward 


worſhip in all due reverence, 
(upon all occaſions) to the 
Name, the Word, the Servi- 


ces, the Houſe, the Mefengers | 
| of 


_—_ 


of the Almighty; vrithall, if 


our humble ſpules ſhall quack. 
| Awe p- » and. refigne than» 

vea aver to the gopd ples- 
furs af God, 1:8 things; he- 
ing eeady to: mebive his fa- 
therly correfion- with pati- 
ence, and hig gracious dire- 
Rtions with obedience. LaRt- 
ly, if vvee ſhall have ſettled in 
our hearts a fcrious care of 
being alwayes approved to 
God in whatſoever aQions; 
and a child-like loathneſle , 
and dread to giveany offence 
unto fo deare and glorious a 
Majeſty, wee ſhall have artai- 
ned unto this bleſſed feare, 
which wee ſeeke for, and be 
happily freed from that wicked 


4 
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in- 
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indevotion, | and prophane- 
nefle; to which the vyorld is ſo 
much , 'and: ſo dangerouſly 
ſabje& : which 1 beſcech the 
Godof:heavento worke out 


in all readers,to his glory 
in their alvation, | 


-—_ ity of 
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| rrinced DY Tw-urcds Haryer, for Na- 
thanaecl Butter, and are 15 2 1this 
ſhop ar the fig-” 
at$, Auſtins C 


